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The Parable of the Seed Growing
Mark 4:26-34
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1 Our Fa-ther, who from heav’n a - bove Bids all of us to
2 Your name be  hal - lowed. Help wus, Lord, In pu-r1-ty to
3 Your king-dom come. Guard Your do - main And Your e - ter-nal
4 Your gra-cious will on earth be done As it is done be -
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live in love As mem-bers of one fam - i - ly And
keep Your Word, That to the glo-ry of Your name We
righ - teous reign. The Ho - ly Ghost en -rich our day With
fore  Your throne, That pa-tient - ly we may o - bey Through-

0 | . ;

—— | —— — — ] ] —
<Y I I I I &— = I ———

Q) ' I ul I I

pray to You in u - ni - ty, Teach us no thought-less words to
walk be-fore You free from blame. Let no false teach - ing us per-
gifts at-ten-dant on our way. Break Sa-tan’s pow’r, de - feat his
out our lives all that You say. Curb flesh and blood and ev - '’ry
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say But from our in - most hearts to pray.
vert; All poor de - lud - ed souls con - vert.
rage; Pre - serve Your Church  from age to age.
ill That sets it - self a - gainst Your  will
5  Give us this day our daily bread,
And let us all be clothed and fed.
Save us from hardship, war, and strife;
In plague and famine, spare our life,
That we in honest peace may live,
To care and greed no entrance give.
6  Forgive our sins, Lord, we implore,
That they may trouble us no more;
We, too, will gladly those forgive
Who hurt us by the way they live.
Help us in our community
To serve each other willingly.
7  Lead not into temptation, Lord,
Where our grim foe and all his horde
Would vex our souls on ev’ry hand.
Help us resist, help us to stand
Firm in the faith, a mighty host,
Through comfort of the Holy Ghost.
8  From evil, Lord, deliver us;
The times and days are perilous.
Redeem us from eternal death,
And, when we yield our dying breath,
Console us, grant us calm release,
And take our souls to You in peace.
9  Amen, that is, so shall it be.

Make strong our faith in You, that we
May doubt not but with trust believe
That what we ask we shall receive.

Thus in Your name and at Your Word

We say, “Amen, O hear us, Lord!”



Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; (sts. 1, 6, 8-9): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (sts. 2-5, 7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001, alt.
Tune: attr. Martin Luther, 1483-1546

Text (sts. 1, 6, 8-9): Public domain

Text (sts. 2-5, 7): © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740

Tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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Kneel/Stand

In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.
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Stand

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You
and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your

sins in the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Psalm 92:12—15; antiphon: v. 1

It is good to give thanks | to the LORD,*

to sing praises to your name, | O Most High.

The righteous flourish like the | palm tree*

and grow like a cedar in | Lebanon.

They are planted in the house | of the LORD;*

they flourish in the courts | of our God.

They still bear fruit in | old age;*

they are ever full of | sap and green,

to declare that the LORD is | upright;*

he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness | in him.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*

and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.



It is good to give thanks | to the LORD,*
to sing praises to your name, | O Most High.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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P Let us pray.

(P] Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that we may so hear
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 17:22-24
22Thus says the Lord GoD: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar and will set it out. I will break
off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, and I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 230n the
mountain height of Israel will I plant it, that it may bear branches and produce fruit and become a noble cedar. And
under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its branches birds of every sort will nest. 24And all the trees of the
field shall know that I am the LORD; I bring low the high tree, and make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, and
make the dry tree flourish. I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it.”
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gradual Psalm 145:3, 5b, 6b

Great is the LORD, and greatly | to be praised,*
and his greatness is un- | searchable.

On your wondrous works, I will | meditate,*
and I will declare your | greatness.



Epistle 2 Corinthians 5:1-17

I'We know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3if indeed by
putting it on we may not be found naked. 4For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we
would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. SHe who
has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.

6So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, 7for
we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home
with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 19For we must all appear before
the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or
evil.

UTherefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is known to God, and I hope it is
known also to your conscience. 12We are not commending ourselves to you again but giving you cause to boast about
us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast about outward appearance and not about what is in the heart.
I3For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14For the love of Christ controls
us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; !5and he died for all, that those
who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.

16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according
to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. !"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed
away; behold, the new has come.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Holy Gospel Mark 4:26-34

(P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.
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26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. 27He sleeps and rises night and
day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 28The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then
the full grain in the ear. 22But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.”

30And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use for it? 311t is like a
grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, 32yet when it is sown it
grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air can make
nests in its shade.”

33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it. 34He did not speak to them
without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he explained everything.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I~ of the world to come. Amen.
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1 Cre - a - tor Spir -it, by whose aid The world’s foun - da - tions

2 O Source of un -cre - at - ed lightt The bear - er of God’s
3 Giv - er  of grace, de-scend from high; Your sev’n - fold gifts to
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first were laid, Come, vis - it ev - 'ty hum-ble mind; Come,

gra - cious might,  Thrice - ho - ly fount, thrice - ho - ly fire, Our
us sup - ply; Help wus e - ter - nal truths re - ceive And
Fa - ther’s name; The Sav-ior - Son be glo - ri - fied, Who
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pour Your joys on  hu - man-kind; From sin and sor - row
hearts with heav’n-ly love in - spire; Your sa - cred, heal -ing
prac - tice all that we be - lieve; Give us Your-self that
for all hu - man - kind has died; To You, O Par - a-
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set us free; May we Your liv - ing tem - ples be.
mes-sage bring To sanc -ti - fy us as we sing.
we may see The glo-ry of the Trin - i - ty.
clete, we raise Un - end - ing songs of thanks and praise.
Text: attr. Rabanus Maurus, 776-856; tr. John Dryden, 1631-1700, alt.
Tune: Gesangbuch . . . Psalmen, Geistliche Lieder, 1541, Strassburg, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain
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Offering
Stand
Installation of LWML Officers
Prayer of the Church
Service of the Sacrament
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(P} The Lord be with you.
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(P} Let us give thanks un -to the Lord, our God.



It is meet and right so to do
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(P} It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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bless-ed is He, bless-ed is He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
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Lord’s Prayer

I I 1

(P)  Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
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Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

The Words of Our Lord
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(P]  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in

remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
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tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer-cyup-on us.
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892 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
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1 Come, ye thank-ful peo - ple, come; Raise the song of har-vest home.
2 All  the world is God’s own field, Fruit un - to His praise to yield;
3 For the Lord, our God, shall come And shall take His har- vest home,
4 E - ven so, Lord, quick-ly come To Thy fi-nal har-vest home;
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All be safe - ly gath-ered
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in Ere the win-ter storms be - gin;

Wheat and tares to - geth - er sown, Un - to joy or sor-row grown.
From His field shall in that day All of-fens-es purge a - way,
Gath - er Thou Thy peo - ple in, Free from sor-row, free from sin,
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God, our mak -er, doth pro-vide For our wants to be sup-plied.
First the blade and then the ear, Then the full corn shall ap - pear.
Give His an-gels charge at last In the fire the tares to cast,
There, for - ev - er pu - ri- fied, In Thy gar-ner to a - bide:
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Come to God’s own tem -ple, come; Raise

the song of har-vest home.

Lord of har- vest, grant that we Whole-some grain and pure may be.
But  the fruit- ful ears to store In His gar - ner ev - er - more.
Come with all Thine an- gels, come, Raise the glo-rious har-vest home.
Text: Henry Alford, 1810-71, alt.
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93
Text and tune: Public domain
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1 For the fruits of  His cre - a - tion, Thanks be to God.
2 In the just re - ward of la - bor, God’s will is done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir - it, Thanks be to God.
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For His gifts to ev - ry na-tion, Thanks be to God. For the
In the help we give our neigh-bor, God’s  will is done. In our
For the good we all in - her - it, Thanks be to God. For the

plow - ing, sow-ing, reap -ing,

Si - lent growth while we

are sleep-ing,

world-wide task of car-ing For the hun - gry and de - spair-ing,
won - ders that as-tound us, For the truths that still con-found us,
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Fu - ture needs in earth’s safe-keep-ing, Thanks be to  God.
In the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is  done.
Most of all, that love has found us, Thanks be to  God.
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Tune: Welsh, 18th cent.
Text: © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740
Tune: Public domain
736 Consider How the Birds Above
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1 Con-sid - er how the birds a - bove Feed day by
2 The il - ies grow, they do not toil; How fair is
3 Set not your heart on food or drink, Nor  be weighed
4 Be on your guard a-gainst all greed, For life is
f) 4
[ oL | — I I\ - |
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day  with care - free ease— Does God not keep them
their fra - gil - 1 - ty— If God clothes these, which
down by world-ly care; A - bout such things the
more than what we own. Our Fa - ther knows our
() 4 [—
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in His love? Are we not worth much more than these?
quick - ly spoil, Will He not clothe both you and me?
god - less think, Yet nev - er thank the Lord in prayer.
ev - ’ry need Be - fore our needs to us are known.
5 Be not afraid to suffer loss

Of all the things for which you pray,
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For He who faced for you the cross
Will give you strength to live each day.

Seek first God’s reign, His boundless grace,
His holy name in all you do:
Christ first and last in ev’ry place;

All else will then be given you.

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955
Tune: Daniel Zager, 1951

Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740
Tune: © 2004 Daniel Zager. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740

630 Now, My Tongue, the Mystery Telling
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1 Now, my tongue, the mys - try tell - ing Of the glo - rious
2 Giv’n for us, and con - de - scend-ing To be born for
3 That last night at sup - per ly - ing Mid the Twelve, His
4 Word made flesh, the bread He tak - eth, By His word His
AS5Glo - ry let us give and bless-ing To the Fa - ther
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bod - y sing, And the blood, all price ex - cel - ling,
us be - low, He with wus in con - verse blend - ing
cho - sen band, Je - sus, with the Law com - ply - ing,
flesh to be; Wine His sa - cred blood He mak - eth,
and the Son, Hon - or, thanks, and praise ad - dress - ing,
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Which the Gen-tiles’ Lord and King, Once on earth a -
Dwelt, the seed of truth to sow, Till He closed with
Keeps the feast its rites de - mand; Then, more pre - cious
Though the sens - es fail to see; Faith a - lone the
While e - ter -nal a - ges run; Ev - er too His
fH | p— \
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mong us dwell -ing, Shed for this world’s ran-som - ing.
won - drous end - ing His most pa - tient life of woe.

food sup - ply - ing,
true heart wak - eth
love con - fess - ing

Text: Thomas Aquinas, c. 1225-1274; tr. The Hymnal 1940
Tune: Chants ordinaires de I'Office Divin, Paris, 1881
Text: © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740
Tune: Public domain

Stand

Nunc Dimittis

Gives Him - self
hold
Who from both

To

be -

with His own hand.
the mys-ter - y.
with both is

One.
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace ac-
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cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyeshave seen Thy salvation,
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo -ry be to the Father and
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it  was in the beginning,
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

LSB 200



0 & | .

P A" I [ I [ ]
(e 1o ! — f
ANIV4 L I
o o S

and His mercy endureth for - ev -  er
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Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
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And with thy  spir - it.

Benedicamus LSB 202
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God
., & it =2
: # E | i |
| o Il |
]
Benediction LSB 202
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P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
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A-men, a-men, a - men
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577 Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast
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1 Al - might - y God, Your Word is cast Like

2 Let not the sly sa - tan - ic foe This
3 Let not the world’s de - ceit - ful cares The
4 So when the pre - cious seed is sown, Life -
o) . . . . .
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seed in - to the  ground; Now let the dew  of
ho - ly seed re - move, But give it root in
ris - ing plant de - stroy, But let it yield a
giv - ing grace be - stow That all  whose souls the
o) ‘ .
[ A | | I | I | | | | N |
|
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heav’n de - scend And  righ - teous fruits a - bound.
ev - ry heart To bring forth fruits  of love.
hun - dred - fold The  fruits of peace and Jjoy.
truth re - ceive Its sav - ing pow’r may know.

Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.
Tune: The Whole Booke of Psalmes, 1562, London
Text and tune: Public domain
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