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Messengers from John the Baptist

Luke 7:18-28 



334 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You














5	 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 
    Cannot His love erase; 
Your guilt the Lord will pardon 
    And cover by His grace. 
He comes, for you procuring 
    The peace of sin forgiv’n, 
His children thus securing 
    Eternal life in heav’n.


6	 He comes to judge the nations, 
    A terror to His foes, 
A light of consolations 
    And blessèd hope to those 
Who love the Lord’s appearing. 
    O glorious Sun, now come, 
Send forth Your beams so cheering, 
    And guide us safely home.


Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain


Confession and Absolution

Stand


The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.


P	 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C	 Amen.


P	 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.




C	 But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.


Kneel/Stand


Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.


P	 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C	 Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.


P	 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.


C	 Amen.


Stand


Service of the Word


Introit	 Psalm 146:5–8; antiphon: Philippians 4:4

Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 
	 again I will say, | Rejoice. 
Blessèd is he whose help is the God of | Jacob,* 
	 whose hope is in the | LORD his God, 
who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is | in them,* 
	 who keeps faith for- | ever; 
who executes justice for | the oppressed,* 
	 who gives food to the | hungry. 
The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes | of the blind.* 
	 The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the | righteous. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
	 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
	 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 
	 again I will say, | Rejoice.


Kyrie	 LSB 152







 









 










 










 








Salutation and Collect of the Day







 

P	 Let us pray.


Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious 
visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.


 






 


Sit


Old Testament Reading	 Zephaniah 3:14–20

14Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; 
	 shout, O Israel! 
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
	 O daughter of Jerusalem! 
15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; 
	 he has cleared away your enemies. 
The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 
	 you shall never again fear evil. 
16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
“Fear not, O Zion; 
	 let not your hands grow weak. 
17The LORD your God is in your midst, 
	 a mighty one who will save; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness; 
	 he will quiet you by his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing. 
18I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, 
	 so that you will no longer suffer reproach. 
19Behold, at that time I will deal 
	 with all your oppressors. 
And I will save the lame 
	 and gather the outcast, 
and I will change their shame into praise 
	 and renown in all the earth. 
20At that time I will bring you in, 
	 at the time when I gather you together; 
for I will make you renowned and praised 
	 among all the peoples of the earth, 
when I restore your fortunes 
	 before your eyes,” says the LORD.


 

A	 This is the Word of the Lord.

C	 Thanks be to God.


Gradual	 Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt.

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.* 
	 Shout aloud, O daughter of Je- | rusalem. 
Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 
	 righteous and having sal- | vation. 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the Lord.* 
	 From the house of the Lord we | bless you.


Epistle	 Philippians 4:4–7

	 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at 
hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.

 

A	 This is the Word of the Lord.

C	 Thanks be to God.


Stand




Alleluia and Verse	 LSB 156








Holy Gospel	 Luke 7:18–28

P	 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter.

 




 

	 18The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to 
the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 20And when the men had come to 
him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for 
another?’” 21In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind 
he bestowed sight. 22And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their 
sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached 
to them. 23And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”

	 24When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into 
the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 25What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? 
Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings’ courts. 26What then did you go out to 
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27This is he of whom it is written,


“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
	 who will prepare your way before you.’


28I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is 
greater than he.”

 

P	 This is the Gospel of the Lord.

 





Sit


345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding












Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 
Text and tune: Public domain


Sermon


Stand


Nicene Creed

C	 I believe in one God,


     the Father Almighty,

     maker of heaven and earth

          and of all things visible and invisible.

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

     the only-begotten Son of God,

     begotten of His Father before all worlds,

     God of God, Light of Light,

     very God of very God,

     begotten, not made,

     being of one substance with the Father,

     by whom all things were made;

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

     and was made man;

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

     He suffered and was buried.

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

          and ascended into heaven

     and sits at the right hand of the Father.

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

     whose kingdom will have no end.

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

     the Lord and giver of life,

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,

     who spoke by the prophets.

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen.


Prayer of the Church


Sit


Offering

“The Advent of our God”


Handbell Choir


Stand




Offertory	 LSB 159




















Service of the Sacrament


Preface	 LSB 160






















P	 It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:


Sanctus	 LSB 161














Prayer of Thanksgiving	 LSB 161

P	 Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your 

only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us 
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To 
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.


C	 Amen.


Lord’s Prayer	 LSB 162

P	 Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C	 Our Father who art in heaven,


     hallowed be Thy name,

     Thy kingdom come,

     Thy will be done on earth

          as it is in heaven;

     give us this day our daily bread;

     and forgive us our trespasses

          as we forgive those

          who trespass against us;

     and lead us not into temptation,

     but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

     and the power and the glory

     forever and ever. Amen.


The Words of Our Lord

P	 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it 

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.”




 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”


Pax Domini	 LSB 163








Agnus Dei	 LSB 163














Sit


Distribution


337 The Night Will Soon Be Ending


















Text: Jochen Klepper, 1903–42; tr. Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 
Tune: Welsh 
Text: © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740 
Tune: Public domain


349 Hark the Glad Sound










Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51 
Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820 
Text and tune: Public domain


338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus















Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven 
Text and tune: Public domain


803 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee













Text: Henry Van Dyke, 1852–1933, alt. 
Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770–1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796–1867 
Text and tune: Public domain


Stand


Nunc Dimittis	 LSB 165






















Post-Communion Collect

A	 Let us pray.


We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.





Benediction	 LSB 166








347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People


















Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain
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