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First Sunday after Christmas
December 29, 2024

Jesus Presented at the Templc
Luke 2:22-40



383 A Great and Mighty Wonder
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1 A great and might-y won - der, A full and ho - ly cure:
2 The Word be-comes in - car - nate And yet re-mains on high,
3 While thus they sing your Mon - arch, Those bright an - gel - ic bands,
4 Since all He comes to ran - som, By all be He a-dored,
5 All i - dols then shall per - ish And Sa-tan’s ly - ing cease,
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The vir - gin bears the in - fant With vir - gin hon - or pure!
And cher - u - bim sing an - thems To shep-herds from the sky.
Re - joice, O vales and moun - tains, And o - ceans, clap your hands.
The in - fant born in Beth - I’em, The Sav - ior and the Lord.
And Christ shall raise His scep - ter, De - cree - ing end -less peace.
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Pro - claim the  Sav - ior’s birth: “To God on high be
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glo - ry And peace to all the earth!”

Text: Germanus, c. 634-c. 734; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Kdln
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P] In the name of the Father and of the ~I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
(P] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all

unrighteousness.
Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the

Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Stand



Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 98:1-4; antiphon: Isaiah 52:10

The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the | nations,*
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God.
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!*
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him.
The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;*
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.*
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;*
break forth into joyous song and sing | praises!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the | nations,*
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God.

Kyrie LSB 152
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
o) — .
o 1 | | | | I —— \ I A | | |
| | } }*‘ } I 011 'n\ IAY | A | |
T P i N —
oJ = o 4
You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One,

You a-lone are the Lord,

LSB 154



] o
Q) I ! [ 4
You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

Salutatiogn and Collect of the Day
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(P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P] Let us pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more
wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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men.

Sit
Old Testament Reading Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15
IThe LORD said to Moses, 2“Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the womb among the
people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.”
3Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you came out from Egypt, out of the house of slavery,
for by a strong hand the LORD brought you out from this place. . . .
11“When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to you and your fathers, and shall give it
to you, 12you shall set apart to the LORD all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your animals that are males
shall be the LORD’s. 13Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall
break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem. #And when in time to come your son asks
you, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, from the house
of slavery. 15For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt,
both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all the males that first open the
womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.””
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gradual Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a
To us a child is born, to us a son is | given;*
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder.
And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, | Mighty God,*
Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.
Sing to the Lord a | new song,*
for he has done | marvelous things!
Epistle Colossians 3:12—17

12Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience,
I3bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven



you, so you also must forgive. 14And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.
15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16Let
the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. !7’And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel Luke 2:22-40

Sit

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.

Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

22When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb
shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of
turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was
righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in
the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the
Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,

29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;
30for my eyes have seen your salvation
3lthat you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”

33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 3#And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary
his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed
35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”

36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years,
having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-
four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 33And coming up at that
very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of
Jerusalem.

39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own
town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.




389 Let A})" Together Praise Our God
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1 Let all to - geth - er  praise our God Be - fore His
2 He leaves His heav’'n - ly Fa - ther’s throne, Is born an
3 With - in an earth-born form  He hides  His all - cre -
4 He un - der - takes a great ex - change, Puts on our
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glo-rious throne; To - day He o - pens heav’n a - gain To
in - fant small, And in a man-ger, poor and lone, Lies
at - ing light; To serve us all He hum - bly cloaks The
hu - man frame, And in re - turn gives  us His realm, His
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give us His own Son, To give us His own Son.
in a hum - ble stall, Lies in a hum - ble stall.
splen-dor of His might, The splen -dor of His might.
glo - ry, and His name, His glo - ry, and His name.

5 Heisaservant, I a lord:
How great a mystery!

How strong the tender Christ Child’s love!

No truer friend than He,
No truer friend than He.

6  He is the key and He the door
To blesséd paradise;
The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.

Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore

And praise to God the Father yield

And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

Text (sts. 1, 3-7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.

Text and tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480-1561

Text (sts. 1, 3-7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740

Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain
Sermon
Stand

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven



and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I~ of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Sit
Offering
Stand
Offertory
R
What shall I ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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me? I will of - fer thesac-ri-fice of thanks-giv-ing and will
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
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va - tion and will call on thename of the Lord. I will pay my
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vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

Service of the Sacrament

LSB 159



Preface LSB 160
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(P The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.
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(P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

I
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P] Ttis truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:

QL

L \‘Q_)\I } | [ = |
Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161
(P} Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your

only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage



feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162
(P] Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P}  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 163
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(P) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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men.

Agnus Dei LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the

Sit
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372 O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is

2 An - gels sang

a - bout His birth, Wise Men sought and found Him;
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10 Je - sus Christ, Thy man - ger is My
2 He whom the sea And wind o - bey Doth
3 Thy light and grace Our guilt ef - face, Thy
4 Thou Chris - tian heart, Who - e’er thou art, Be
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par - a - dise at  which my soul re - clin - eth.
come to  serve the sin - ner in great meek - ness.
heav’n - ly rich - es all  our loss re - triev - ing.
of good cheer and le¢ no sor - row move thee!
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For there, O Lord, Doth lie the Word Made
Thou, God’s own Son, With us art one, Dost
Im - man-u - el Thy birth doth quell The

For God’s own Child, In mer - cy mild, Joins
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flesh for wus; here - in Thy grace forth shin - eth.
join us and our chil - dren in our weak - ness.
pow’r of hell and Sa - tan’s bold de - ceiv - ing.
thee to Him; how great - ly God must love  thee!
5 Remember thou
What glory now
The Lord prepared thee for all earthly sadness.
The angel host
Can never boast
Of greater glory, greater bliss or gladness.
6  The world may hold
Her wealth and gold;
But thou, my heart, keep Christ as thy true treasure.
To Him hold fast
Until at last
A crown be thine and honor in full measure.
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941
Tune: Kenneth T. Kosche, 1947
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740
Tune: © 1996 Kenneth T. Kosche. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740
374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child
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1 Gen-tle Mar-y laid her child Low - ly in a  man - ger;

3 Gen-tle Mar-y laid her child Low - ly in a  man - ger;
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There He lay, the Un - de-filed, To the world a strang - er.
Heav-en’s star shone bright-ly forth Glo-ry all a - round Him.
He is still the Un - de-filed But no more a  strang - er.



» ]
s o

y
| I

[
[
[
[

O

Ha—] — H o
Q) ' | I -
Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Sav - ior?
Shep - herds saw the won-drous sight, Heard the an-gels sing - ing;
Son of God of hum - ble birth, Beau - ti-ful the sto - ry;
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Ask the saved of all the race Who have found His fa - vor
All  the plains were lit that night, All the hills were ring - ing.
Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glo - ry!
Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1859-1933
Tune: Piae Cantiones Ecclesiasticae, 1582, Griefswald
Text and tune: Public domain
393 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
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1 In - fant ho - ly, In - fant low-ly, For His bed a cat - tle stall;
2 Flocks were sleep-ing, Shep-herds keep-ing Vig-il till the morn-ing new
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Ox - en low - ing, Lit - tle know - ing Christ the child is Lord of all.
Saw the glo - ry, Heard the sto - ry, Tid - ings of a Gos-pel true.

T S | | I | T | T 1 I

Swift-ly wing-ing, An - gels sing-ing, Bells are ring-ing, Tid - ings bring-ing:
Thus re - joic - ing, Free from sor-row, Prais-es voic-ing, Greet the mor-row:
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Christ the child is Lord of all! Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

Text: tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt.
Text and tune: Polish
Text and tune: Public domain

376 Once in Royal David’s City
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1 Once in roy - al Da - vid’s cit - vy Stood a
2 He came down to earth from heav - en, Who is
3 For He s our child - hood’s pat - tern, Day by
4 And our eyes at last shall see Him, Through His
5 Not in that poor, low - ly sta - ble With the
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low - ly cat - tle shed, Where a moth - er laid her
God and Lord of all, And His shel - ter was a
day like us He grew; He was lit - tle, weak, and
own re - deem - ing love; For  that child so dear and

ox - en stand - ing by Shall we see Him, but in



) , N r—

[ — i e R — —— - —  —

Hyo—— H e e —

) I -
ba - by In a man - ger for His bed: Mar - y
sta - ble, And His <cra - dle was a stall; With the
help - less, Tears and smiles like us He knew; And He
gen - tle Is our Lord in heav’n a - bove; And He

heav - en, Set at

o]

God’s right hand on high. Then like
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was that moth-er mild, Je - susChrist her lit - tle child.
poor and mean and low-ly Lived on earth our Sav-ior ho - ly.
feels for all our sad-ness, And Heshares in all our glad-ness.
leads His chil-dren  on To  the place where He is gone.
stars His chil-dren, crowned, All in white, His praisewill sound!
Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818-95, alt.
Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-76
Text and tune: Public domain
Stand
Nunc Dimittis
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Lord, now You let Your ser-vant go in peace; Your word has been ful -
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pared in the sight of ev-’ry peo - ple: liéﬂ: to re -
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veal You to the na-tions and the glo-ry of Your peo-pleIs-ra - el.

Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
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We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.




Benediction
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(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and "I+ give you peace.
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392 God Loves Me Dearly
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GESS ’ | —]
1 God loves me dear - ly, Grants me sal -
21 was in slav - ry, Sin, death, and
3 He sent forth Je - sus, My dear Re -
4 Je - sus, my Sav - ior, Him - self did
5 Now I will praise You, O Love E
h ) | [——
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va - tion, God loves me dear - ly, Loves e - ven me.
dark - ness; God’s love was work - ing To make me free.
deem - er, He sent forth Je - sus And set me free.
of - fer; Je - sus, my Sav - ior, Paid all I owed.
ter - nal; Now I  will praise You All my life long.

Au Refrain
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There - fore ru say a - gain: God loves me
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dear - ly, God loves me dear - ly, Loves e - ven me.

Text: August Rische, 1819-1906; tr. composite
Tune: German
Text and tune: Public domain
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