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Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 

February 23, 2025 

Love Your Enemies 
Luke 6:27-38 



820 My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Gramann, 1487–1541; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Concentus novi, 1540, Augsburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Confession and Absolution 
Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 



P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

Kneel/Stand 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Stand 

Service of the Word 

Introit Psalm 37:1–5; antiphon: vv. 7a, b 
Be still before the LORD and wait patiently | for him;* 
 fret not yourself over the one who prospers | in his way. 
Fret not yourself because of evil- | doers;* 
 be not envious of wrong- | doers! 
For they will soon fade | like the grass* 
 and wither like the | green herb. 
Trust in the LORD, | and do good;* 
 dwell in the land and befriend | faithfulness. 
Delight yourself | in the LORD,* 
 and he will give you the desires | of your heart. 
Commit your way | to the LORD;* 
 trust in him, and | he will act. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Be still before the LORD and wait patiently | for him;* 
 fret not yourself over the one who prospers | in his way. 

Kyrie LSB 152 

 

 
  



 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant that by Your power we may be defended 
against all adversity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

  

 
  

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 45:3–15 
 3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, for they 
were dismayed at his presence. 



 4So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And he said, “I am your brother, 
Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, 
for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are yet five 
years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant 
on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a 
father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say 
to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry. 10You shall 
dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, and your 
flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11There I will provide for you, for there are yet five years of famine to come, 
so that you and your household, and all that you have, do not come to poverty.’ 12And now your eyes see, and the eyes 
of my brother Benjamin see, that it is my mouth that speaks to you. 13You must tell my father of all my honor in Egypt, 
and of all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” 14Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck 
and wept, and Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. After that his 
brothers talked with him. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 
Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 
 Extol him, all | peoples! 
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 
 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever. 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 
 bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 15:21–26, 30–42 
 21For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also 
in Christ shall all be made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong 
to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every 
authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be 
destroyed is death.  . . . 
 30Why am I in danger every hour? 31I protest, brothers, by my pride in you, which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I 
die every day! 32What do I gain if, humanly speaking, I fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not raised, “Let 
us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” 33Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” 34Wake up from your 
drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. For some have no knowledge of God. I say this to your shame. 
 35But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?” 36You foolish person! 
What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37And what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel, 
perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 38But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own 
body. 39For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans, another for animals, another for birds, and 
another for fish. 40There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, and the 
glory of the earthly is of another. 41There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of 
the stars; for star differs from star in glory. 
 42So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 



Holy Gospel Luke 6:27–38 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixth chapter. 
  

 
  
 27[Jesus said:] “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28bless those who 
curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who 
takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic either. 30Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who 
takes away your goods do not demand them back. 31And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them. 
 32“If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33And if 
you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34And if you lend 
to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same 
amount. 35But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, 
and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 36Be merciful, even as your Father 
is merciful. 
 37“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be 
forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put 
into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 

Sit 

834 O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76, alt. 
Tune: Jan O. Bender, 1909–94 
Text and tune: © 1967 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740 

Sermon 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Sit 

Offering 
“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” 

Youth Choir 



Stand 

Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 160 

 

 

 

 

 



 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your 

only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us 
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To 
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it 

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 



  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

Distribution 

631 Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face 

 

 

 



 

5 Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness; 
    Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood; 
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace: 
    Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my God. 

6 Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear; 
    The feast, though not the love, is past and gone; 
The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here; 
    Nearer than ever; still my shield and sun. 

7 Feast after feast thus comes and passes by, 
    Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above, 
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, 
    The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love. 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89, alt. 
Tune: Henry Lawes, 1595–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

848 Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–84, alt. 
Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia 
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740 
Tune: Public domain 



706 Love in Christ Is Strong and Living 

 

 

 
Text: Dorothy R. Schultz, 1934 
Tune: Ralph C. Schultz, 1932–2024 
Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740 

844 Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace 

 

 

 

 
Text: Olive Wise Spannaus, 1916–2018, alt. 
Tune: Georg Joseph, 17th cent., adapt. 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740 
Tune: Public domain 

Stand 



Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 

 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benediction LSB 166 

 

 

843 “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” 

 

 



 
Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905–87, alt. 
Tune: A Supplement to the Kentucky Harmony, 1820, Harrisonburg 
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740 
Tune: Public domain 
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