Whear Ridge Lutberan Cburch

Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 15, 2026

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind
John 9:1-41
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1 Glo - ry be to Je - sus, Who in bit - ter pains
2 Grace and life e - ter - nal In that blood I find;
3 Blest through end - less a - ges Be the pre-cious stream
4 A - bel’s blood for ven - geance Plead-ed to the skies;
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Poured for me the life - blood From His sa - cred veins!

Blest be His com - pas - sion, In - fi - nite - ly kind!
Which from end-less tor - ment Did the world re - deem!

But the blood of Je - sus For our par-don cries.

Oft as earth exulting
Walfts its praise on high,

Angel hosts rejoicing
Make their glad reply.

Lift we, then, our voices,
Swell the mighty flood;

Louder still and louder
Praise the precious blood!

Text: Italian, c. 18th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt.
Tune: Friedrich Filitz, 1804-76
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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Kneel/Stand

In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.
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Stand

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the

Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Service of the Word

Introit

Kyrie

Psalm 27:4—6, antiphon: Psalm 25:15

My eyes are ever | toward the LORD,*
for he will pluck my feet out | of the net.
One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek | after:*
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire
in his | temple.
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of | trouble;*
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high up- | on a rock.
And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with | shouts
of joy;*
I will sing and make melody | to the LORD.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
My eyes are ever | toward the LORD,*
for he will pluck my feet out | of the net.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise



let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
H ‘
|y’ A | | | N |
A | - I | N |
=+ —H
o) \
A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
¥
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(P) The Lord be with you.

And al - so with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only
punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may
heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading

14For a long time I have held my peace;

I have kept still and restrained myself;
now [ will cry out like a woman in labor;

I will gasp and pant.
15] will lay waste mountains and hills,
and dry up all their vegetation;
I will turn the rivers into islands,
and dry up the pools.
16And I will lead the blind
in a way that they do not know,
in paths that they have not known
I will guide them.

I will turn the darkness before them into light,

the rough places into level ground.
These are the things I do,
and I do not forsake them.

17They are turned back and utterly put to shame,

Isaiah 42:14-21



who trust in carved idols,
who say to metal images,
“You are our gods.”

18Hear, you deaf,
and look, you blind, that you may see!

19Who is blind but my servant,
or deaf as my messenger whom I send?

Who is blind as my dedicated one,
or blind as the servant of the LORD?

20He sees many things, but does not observe them;
his ears are open, but he does not hear.

21The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake,
to magnify his law and make it glorious.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hebrews 12:2

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,*
the founder and perfecter | of our faith,

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despis- | ing the shame,*
and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God.

Epistle Ephesians 5:8-14
8For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of light
is found in all that is good and right and true), 1%and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. ! Take no part in the
unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in
secret. 13But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 4for anything that becomes visible is light.
Therefore it says,

“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse (Lent) LSB 173
o) | | . | - P—
A —— o I ! 1 Fo N @ | !
[
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stead-fast love, and a - bound - ing in stead - fast love.
Holy Gospel John 9:1-41

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

1As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or
his parents, that he was born blind?”” 3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the
works of God might be displayed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is
coming, when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” ¢Having said these things,
he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7and said to him,
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing.

8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and
beg?” 9Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10So they said to
him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” !He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and
said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?”
He said, “I do not know.”

13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 1¥Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made
the mud and opened his eyes. 15So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them,
“He put mud on my eyes, and [ washed, and I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he
does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division
among them. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He
said, “He is a prophet.”

18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man
who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now
see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 2!But how he now sees we do
not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22(His parents said
these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be
Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

2450 for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that
this man is a sinner.” 2He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was
blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I
have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his
disciples?” 28And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 22We know that God
has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Why, this is
an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 3!We know that God does not
listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 32Never since the world
began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do
nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?”” And they cast him out.

35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 3¢He
answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is
speaking to you.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 3Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this
world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” 9Some of the Pharisees near him
heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 4lJesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no
guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,” your guilt remains.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
571 God koved the World So That He Gave
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1 God loved the world so that He gave His on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of faith, Who was made
3 God would not have the sin - ner die; His Son with
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son For - gives all
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Son the lost to save, That all who would in
flesh and suf - fered death; All then who trust in
sav - ing  grace is  nigh; His  Spir - it in the
sins which  you have done; And, jus - ti - fied by
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Him be - lieve Should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Him a - lone Are  built on this chief cor - ner -stone.
Word de-clares How we in Christ are heav - en’s heirs.
Je - sus’ blood, Your Bap-tism grants the high - est good.
5  If you are sick, if death is near,
This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.
A 6  Glory to God the Father, Son,

And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blesséd Trinity,

Be praise now and eternally!

Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead



and the life I~ of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Sit
Offering
“There is a Higher Throne”
Adult Choir
Stand
Offertory
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What shall I ren - der to the Lord forall His ben - e-fits to

me? 1 will of - fer the sac-ri - fice of thanks - giv-ing and will
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courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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P The Lord be  with you.

And al-so  with you.

LSB 176

LSB 177
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(P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to  the Lord.
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(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P] Itis truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 178
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of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178

(P] Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 179
(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,



hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:

“Drink of'it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 180
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(P]  The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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grant us  peace, grant us  peace.

Sit



Distribution

621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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1 Let all mor - tal flesh keep si - lence And
2 King of kings yet born  of Mar - vy, As

with fear and
of old on

3 Rank on rank the host of heav - en Spreads its  van - guard
4 At His feet the six - winged ser - aph, Cher - u - bim with
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trem - bling stand; Pon - der noth-ing earth - ly - mind - ed,
earth He stood, Lord of lords in hu - man ves - ture,
on the way As the Light of Light, de - scend - ing
sleep - less eye, Veil their fac - es to the pres - ence
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For with bless-ing in His hand Christ our God to earth  de-
In the bod -y and the blood, He will give to all the
From the realms of end - less day, Comes the pow’rs of hell to
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scend - ing Comes our hom-age to de - mand
faith - ful His  own self for heav'n - ly food.
van - quish As the dark-ness clears a - way.
Iu - 1a! Al - le - lu - ia, Lord Most High!”

Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829-85, alt.
Tune: French, 17th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

420 Chrisnt, the Life of All the Living
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1 Christ, the life of all the liv - ing, Christ,
2 Thou, ah! Thou, hast tak - en on Thee Bonds
3 Thou hast borne the smit-ing on - ly  That

4 Heart-less scof - fers did sur-round Thee, Treat -

the death of
and stripes, a
my wounds might
ing Thee with
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death, our foe, Who, Thy - self for me once giv - ing
cru - el rod; Pain and scorn were heaped up - on  Thee,
all be whole; Thou hast suf - fered, sad and lone - ly,
shame-ful scorn And with pierc - ing thorns they crowned Thee.
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O Thou sin - less Son of God! Thus didst Thou my
Rest to give my wea - ry soul; Yea, the curse of
All  dis - grace Thou, Lord, hast borne, That as Thine Thou
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death, and mer - it I e - ter - nal life in - her - it.

soul de - liv - er From the bonds of sin
God en - dur - ing, Bless-ing un - to me
might -est own me And with heav’'n - ly glo

for - ev - er.
se - cur - ing.
- ry crown me.



Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.

5  Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee,

That from pain I might be free;

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee:
Thence I gain security;

Comfortless Thy soul did languish

Me to comfort in my anguish.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

6  Thou hast suffered great affliction

And hast borne it patiently,

Even death by crucifixion,
Fully to atone for me;

Thou didst choose to be tormented

That my doom should be prevented.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

7  Then, for all that wrought my pardon,
For Thy sorrows deep and sore,
For Thine anguish in the Garden,
I will thank Thee evermore,
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing,
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,
For that last triumphant cry,
And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.

Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-81; (sts. 1-2, 5, 7): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; (sts. 3-4, 6): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1912, St. Louis
Tune: Das grosse Cantional, 1687, Darmstadt
Text and tune: Public domain

421 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing
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1Je - sus, grant that balm and heal-ing In Your ho - ly
2 Should some lust or sharp temp - ta - tion Fas - c¢i - nate my
31If the world my heart en - tic - es With the broad and
4 Ev - ’ry wound that pains or grieves me By Your wounds, Lord,
50 my God, my rock and tow - er, Grant that in Your
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wounds I  find, Ev - ’ry hour that I am feel-ing Pains of
sin - ful mind, Draw me to Your cross and pas-sion, And new
eas - y road, With se - duc-tive, sin-ful vi - ces, Let me

is made whole; When I’m faint, Your cross re - vives me, Grant - ing
death I  trust, Know-ing death has lost its pow - er Since You
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bod - y and of mind. Should some e - vil thought with - in
cour - age I shall find. Or should Sa - tan press me hard,
weigh the aw - ful load You were will-ing  to en - dure.
new life to my soul. Yes, Your com-fort ren - ders sweet

crushed it in the dust. Sav - ior, let Your ag - o - ny
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Tempt my treach-’rous heart to sin, Show the per - il, and from
Let me then be on my guard, Say - ing, “Christ for me was

Help me flee all thoughts im - pure And
Ev - ’ry bit - ter cup I meet; For

to mas - ter each temp-
Your all - a - ton - ing

Ev - er help and com - fort me; When I die be my pro-
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sin - ning Keep me from its first be - gin - ning.
wound - ed,” That the tempt - er flee con-found - ed.
ta - tion, Calm in prayer and med -1 - ta -  tion
pas - sion Has pro - cured my soul’s sal - va -  tion.
tec - tion, Light and life and res - ur - rec - tion.
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. composite, alt.
Tune: Johann Balthasar Kénig, 1691-1758
Text and tune: Public domain
545 Word of God, Come Down on Earth
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1 Word of God, come down on earth, Liv - ing rain from

2 Word e - ter - nal, throned on high,
3 Word that caused blind eyes to see,
4 Word that speaks God’s ten - der love,

Word  that brought to
Speak and heal  our
One with God be -

heav’n de - scend - ing; Touch our hearts and bring to birth
life cre - a - tion, Word that came from heav’'n to die,
mor - tal blind - ness; Deaf we are: our heal - er be;

yond all tell - ing, Word that sends us

from a - bove,
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Faith and hope and love wun -end - ing. Word al - might -y,
Cru - ci - fied for our sal - va - tion, Sav - ing Word, the
Loose our tongues to tell Your kind - ness. Be our Word in
God the Spir - it, with us dwell - ing, Word of truth, to
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we re - vere You; Word made flesh, we

long to hear You.

world re - stor-ing, Speak to us, Your love out-pour - ing.

pit -y spo - ken, Heal the world, by
all truth lead us; Word of life, with

Text: James Quinn, 1919-2010

Tune: Johann Rudolph Ahle, 1625-73, alt.

Text: © 1969 OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740
Tune: Public domain

Stand

Nunc Dimittis

sin now bro - ken.
one bread feed us.
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Lord, now You let Your ser-vant go in peace; Your word has been ful -
|_’h{—|7%—— \ — 1 —
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filled. My own eyes have seen the sal - va-tion which You have pre-
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6. LIS

f
oll o oll ,‘/J .
pared in the sight of ev-’ry peo-ple: A light to re-
h ! { —
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[NV | I |

veal You to the

na-tions and the glo-ry of Your peo-ple Is-ra - el.

Glo-ry be to the

Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;

Qe

as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now,

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

. é‘o.—‘—"—e‘—u

and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.
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A - men.
Benediction
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(P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
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A - men.
423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary
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Je - sus, ref - uge of the

wea - ry, Blest Re - deem - er,

Do we pass that cross un - heed-ing, Breath-ing no re -

1
2
3 Je - sus, may our hearts be burn-ing With more fer - vent
H
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whom we love, Foun - tain in
pen - tant vow, Though we see
love for You; May our eyes

I I
life’s des - ert drea - ry, Sav - ior
You wound-ed, bleed-ing, See Your
be ev - er turn - ing To be -

LSB 183



from the world a - bove: Of - ten have Your eyes, of - fend - ed,
thorn-en - cir-cled brow? Yet Your sin - less death has brought us
hold Your cross a - new Till in glo-ry, part-ed nev - er

0 & ‘ . .
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Q) | ' I I

Gazed up - on the sin - ner’s fall; Yet up - on the
Life e - ter - nal, peace, and rest; On - ly what Your
From the bless - ed Sav - ior’s side, Grav - en in  our
f) & , , , .
A1
IS — = - - = e T R E—" S— |

I I
cross ex - tend - ed, You have borne the pain of all
grace has taught us  Calms the sin - ner’s deep dis - tress.

hearts for - ev - er, Dwell the cross, the Cru - ci - fied.

Text: Girolamo Savonarola, 1452-98; tr. Jane F. Wilde, 1826-96, alt.
Tune: Erbaulicher Musicalischer Christen-Schatz, 1745, Basel
Text and tune: Public domain
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