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Sunday of the Passion
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The Son of Man Must Be Lifted Up

John 12:20-43 



Procession of Palms

The congregation stands and faces the processional cross at the entrance to the nave.


Greeting

P	 The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C	 Amen.

 

P	 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

C	 Hosanna to the Son of David.


Collect

P	 Let us pray.


Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, gathered to greet Your dearly beloved 
Son when He came into His Holy City, grant that we may ever hail Him as our King and, when He comes again, 
may go forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast hearts and follow Him in the way that leads to eternal life; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.


C	 Amen.


Holy Gospel	 Matthew 27:11–66

P	 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-seventh chapter.

C	 Glory to You, O Lord.

 

P	 	 11Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus 

said, “You have said so.” 12But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he gave no answer. 13Then 
Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against you?” 14But he gave him no answer, not 
even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.

	 15Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. 
16And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, 
“Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18For he knew that it was out 
of envy that they had delivered him up. 19Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to 
him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream.” 
20Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21The governor 
again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22Pilate 
said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” 23And 
he said, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”

	 24So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water and 
washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25And all the 
people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26Then he released for them Barabbas, and having 
scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.

	 27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole 
battalion before him. 28And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29and twisting together a crown of 
thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, 
“Hail, King of the Jews!” 30And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31And when they 
had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him.

	 32As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry his cross. 
33And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34they offered him wine to 
drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35And when they had crucified him, they 
divided his garments among them by casting lots. 36Then they sat down and kept watch over him there. 37And over 
his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 38Then two robbers 
were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. 39And those who passed by derided him, wagging 
their heads 40and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are 
the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 41So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, 
saying, 42“He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the 
cross, and we will believe in him. 43He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am 
the Son of God.’” 44And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way.

	 45Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 46And about the ninth hour 
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?” 47And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” 48And one of them at 
once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. 49But the 



others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 50And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice 
and yielded up his spirit.

	 51And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks 
were split. 52The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, 53and 
coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. 54When the 
centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they 
were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”

	 55There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee, 
ministering to him, 56among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joseph and the 
mother of the sons of Zebedee.

	 57When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus. 
58He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59And Joseph took 
the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud 60and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. 
And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. 61Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
were there, sitting opposite the tomb.

	 62Next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63and 
said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’ 64Therefore 
order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the people, 
‘He has risen from the dead,’ and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” 65Pilate said to them, “You have a 
guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” 66So they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone 
and setting a guard.


 

P	 This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C	 Praise to You, O Christ.

 

P	 Let us go forth in peace,

C	 in the name of the Lord.


442 All Glory, Laud, and Honor













Text: Theodulf of Orléans, c. 762–821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Melchior Teschner, 1584–1635, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain


When all have arrived at their places, the procession concludes with the following:


P	 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

C	 Hosanna in the highest.


A time of silence may be observed to highlight the contrast between Jesus’ triumphal entry and His passion.




Collect of the Day

P	 Let us pray.


Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon Himself our flesh and to 
suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of His great humility and patience 
and be made partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.


C	 Amen.


Sit


Old Testament Reading	 Isaiah 50:4–9a

4The Lord GOD has given me 
	 the tongue of those who are taught, 
that I may know how to sustain with a word 
	 him who is weary. 
Morning by morning he awakens; 
	 he awakens my ear 
	 to hear as those who are taught. 
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
	 and I was not rebellious; 
	 I turned not backward. 
6I gave my back to those who strike, 
	 and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; 
I hid not my face 
	 from disgrace and spitting.

7But the Lord GOD helps me; 
	 therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like a flint, 
	 and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 
	 8He who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? 
	 Let us stand up together. 
Who is my adversary? 
	 Let him come near to me. 
9Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; 
	 who will declare me guilty?


 

A	 This is the Word of the Lord.

C	 Thanks be to God.


Gradual	 Hebrews 9:12a, c, 15a; Psalm 111:9a

[Christ] entered once for all into the holy places, by means of | his own blood,* 
	 thus securing an eternal re- | demption. 
Therefore he is the mediator of a new | covenant,* 
	 so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal in- | heritance. 
He sent redemption to his | people;* 
	 he has commanded his covenant for- | ever.


Epistle	 Philippians 2:5–11

	 5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not 
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in 
the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 
10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

 

A	 This is the Word of the Lord.

C	 Thanks be to God.


Stand




Alleluia and Verse (Lent)	 LSB 173











Holy Gospel	 John 12:20–43

P	 The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter.

C	 Glory to You, O Lord.

 

	 20Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. 21So these came to Philip, who was from 
Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip 
went and told Jesus. 23And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Truly, truly, 
I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 
25Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26If anyone serves 
me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.

	 27“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this purpose I have 
come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify 
it again.” 29The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to 
him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now will 
the ruler of this world be cast out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He 
said this to show by what kind of death he was going to die. 34So the crowd answered him, “We have heard from the 
Law that the Christ remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” 
35So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness 
overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness does not know where he is going. 36While you have the light, believe 
in the light, that you may become sons of light.”

	 When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them. 37Though he had done so many signs 
before them, they still did not believe in him, 38so that the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:


“Lord, who has believed what he heard from us, 
	 and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”


39Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said,

40“He has blinded their eyes 
	 and hardened their heart, 
lest they see with their eyes, 
	 and understand with their heart, and turn, 
	 and I would heal them.”


41Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him. 42Nevertheless, many even of the authorities 
believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not be put out of the synagogue; 
43for they loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory that comes from God.

 

P	 This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C	 Praise to You, O Christ.


Sit




438 A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth






















Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Wolfgang Dachstein, c. 1487–1553 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740 
Tune: Public domain


Sermon


Stand


Nicene Creed

C	 I believe in one God,


     the Father Almighty,

     maker of heaven and earth

          and of all things visible and invisible.

 




And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

     the only-begotten Son of God,

     begotten of His Father before all worlds,

     God of God, Light of Light,

     very God of very God,

     begotten, not made,

     being of one substance with the Father,

     by whom all things were made;

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

     and was made man;

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

     He suffered and was buried.

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

          and ascended into heaven

     and sits at the right hand of the Father.

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

     whose kingdom will have no end.

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

     the Lord and giver of life,

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,

     who spoke by the prophets.

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen.


Prayer of the Church


Sit


Offering

“Comes the King”


Adult Choir


Stand


Offertory	 LSB 176






















Service of the Sacrament


Preface	 LSB 177







 







 








P	 It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:


Sanctus	 LSB 178



















Prayer of Thanksgiving	 LSB 178

P	 Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your 

only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us 
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To 
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.


C	 Amen.


Lord’s Prayer	 LSB 179

P	 Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C	 Our Father who art in heaven,


     hallowed be Thy name,

     Thy kingdom come,

     Thy will be done on earth

          as it is in heaven;

     give us this day our daily bread;

     and forgive us our trespasses

          as we forgive those

          who trespass against us;

     and lead us not into temptation,

     but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

     and the power and the glory

     forever and ever. Amen.


The Words of Our Lord

P	 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it 

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.”

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”


Pax Domini	 LSB 180










Agnus Dei	 LSB 180

















Sit


Distribution


625 Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread


















Text: Johann Rist, 1607–67; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. 
Tune: Theütsch kirchen ampt, 1525, Strassburg 
Text and tune: Public domain


444 No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet



















Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926–2024 
Tune: English; adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958, alt. 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740 
Tune: Public domain




441 Ride On, Ride On in Majesty










Text: Henry H. Milman, 1791–1868, alt. 
Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, 1690, Hamburg, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain


539 Christ Is the World’s Redeemer













Text: attr. Columba, 521–597; tr. Duncan MacGregor, 1854–1923, alt. 
Tune: Irish 
Text and tune: Public domain


Stand




Nunc Dimittis	 LSB 182




















Post-Communion Collect

A	 Let us pray.


We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.





Benediction	 LSB 183




 




 




443 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna













Text: Jeannette Threlfall, 1821–80, alt. 
Tune: Gesangbuch der Herzogl. Hofkapelle, 1784, Württemberg 
Text and tune: Public domain
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