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April 3, 2026

The Crucifixion
Matthew 26 & 27
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Text: Venantius Honorius Fortunatus, c. 530-609; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.

Tune: © 1967 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740
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make haste to help me, O Lord.

Praise to You, O Christ,

Lamb of our sal - va - tion.

LSB 219



Psalm 22

IMy God, my God, why have you for- | saken me?*

Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my | groaning?
20 my God, I cry by day, but you do not | answer, *

and by night, but I | find no rest.

3Yet you are | holy,*
enthroned on the praises of | Israel.
4In you our fathers | trusted; *
they trusted, and you de- | livered them.
5To you they cried and were | rescued;*
in you they trusted and were not | put to shame.

6But [ am a worm and | not a man,*

scorned by mankind and despised by the | people.
7All who see me | mock me;*

they make mouths at me; they | wag their heads;
8“He trusts in the LORD; let him de- | liver him;*

let him rescue him, for he de- | lights in him!”

9Yet you are he who took me | from the womb;*

you made me trust you at my | mother’s breasts.
100n you was I cast | from my birth,*

and from my mother’s womb you have | been my God.
11Be not far from me,

for trouble | is near,*

and there is | none to help.

12Many bulls en- | compass me;*
strong bulls of Bashan sur- | round me;
13they open wide their | mouths at me,*
like a ravening and roaring | lion.

14] am poured out like water,
and all my bones are | out of joint;*
my heart is like wax;
it is melted with- | in my breast;
15my strength is dried up like a potsherd,
and my tongue sticks | to my jaws;*
you lay me in the | dust of death.

16For dogs en- | compass me;*
a company of evildoers encircles me;
they have pierced my | hands and feet—
17T can count | all my bones—*
they stare and gloat | over me;
18they divide my garments a- | mong them,*
and for my clothing they | cast lots.

19But you, O LORD, do not be | far off!*
O you my help, come quickly | to my aid!
20Deliver my soul | from the sword,*
my precious life from the power | of the dog!
21Save me from the mouth of the | lion!*
You have rescued me from the horns of the wild | oxen!

22] will tell of your name to my | brothers;*

in the midst of the congregation I will | praise you:
23You who fear the LORD, praise him!

All you offspring of Jacob, glo- | rify him,*

and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of | Israel!
24For he has not despised or abhorred

the affliction of the afflicted,
and he has not hidden his | face from him,*

but has heard, when he | cried to him.

25From you comes my praise in the great congre- | gation;*
my vows [ will perform before those who | fear him.



26The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied;
those who seek him shall | praise the LORD!*
May your hearts live for- | ever!

27All the ends of the earth shall remember
and turn | to the LORD,*

and all the families of the nations
shall worship be- | fore you.

28For kingship belongs | to the LORD,*
and he rules over the | nations.

29All the prosperous of the earth eat and | worship;*
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust,
even the one who could not keep him- | self alive.
30Posterity shall | serve him;*
it shall be told of the Lord to the coming gener- | ation;
3ithey shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people | yet unborn,*
that he has | done it.

A candle is extinguished.
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Text: Thomas Kelly, 1769-1855, alt.
Tune: Geistliche Volkslieder, 1850, Paderborn
Text and tune: Public domain

Reading

Matthew 26:1-35

I'When Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to his disciples, 2*“You know that after two days the Passover is

coming, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.”



3Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the palace of the high priest, whose name was
Caiaphas, 4and plotted together in order to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him. 5But they said, “Not during the feast, lest
there be an uproar among the people.”

6Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, 7a woman came up to him with an alabaster flask
of very expensive ointment, and she poured it on his head as he reclined at table. 8And when the disciples saw it, they
were indignant, saying, “Why this waste? 9For this could have been sold for a large sum and given to the poor.” 1°But
Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a beautiful thing to me. !'For you
always have the poor with you, but you will not always have me. 12In pouring this ointment on my body, she has done it
to prepare me for burial. 13Truly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done
will also be told in memory of her.”

14Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15and said, “What will you give
me if I deliver him over to you?”” And they paid him thirty pieces of silver. 16And from that moment he sought an
opportunity to betray him.

I7Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where will you have us prepare for
you to eat the Passover?” 18He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is at
hand. I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” 1And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them,
and they prepared the Passover.

20When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. 21And as they were eating, he said, “Truly, I say to you,
one of you will betray me.” 22And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him one after another, “Is it I, Lord?”
23He answered, “He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray me. 24The Son of Man goes as it is written
of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not
been born.” 25Judas, who would betray him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?”” He said to him, “You have said so.”

260Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said,
“Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of
it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 291 tell
you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”

30And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 31Then Jesus said to them, “You will all
fall away because of me this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be
scattered.” 32But after | am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 33Peter answered him, “Though they all fall away
because of you, I will never fall away.” 34Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows,
you will deny me three times.” 35Peter said to him, “Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you!”” And all the
disciples said the same.

(P] O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

A candle is extinguished.
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5 Your soul in griefs unbounded,
Your head with thorns surrounded,
You died to ransom me.
The cross for me enduring,
The crown for me securing,
You healed my wounds and set me free.

6  Your cords of love, my Savior,
Bind me to You forever,
I am no longer mine.
To You I gladly tender
All that my life can render
And all I have to You resign.

7  Your cross I place before me;
Its saving pow’r restore me,
Sustain me in the test.
It will, when life is ending,
Be guiding and attending

My way to Your eternal rest.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. John Kelly, 1833-90, alt.
Tune: Heinrich Isaac, c. 1450-1517
Text and tune: Public domain

Reading Matthew 26:36-75

36Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here, while I go over
there and pray.” 37And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled.
38Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” 39And going a
little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless,
not as [ will, but as you will.” 90And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could
you not watch with me one hour? 4'Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing,
but the flesh is weak.” 42 Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I
drink it, your will be done.” 43 And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44So, leaving
them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words again. 45Then he came to the disciples
and said to them, “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the
hands of sinners. 4¢Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”

47While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great crowd with swords and clubs,
from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 4Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will
kiss is the man; seize him.” 4And he came up to Jesus at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!”” And he kissed him. 50Jesus
said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him. 5!And
behold, one of those who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his sword and struck the servant of the high
priest and cut off his ear. 52Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will
perish by the sword. 33Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve
legions of angels? 54But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?” 55At that hour Jesus said to the
crowds, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? Day after day I sat in the temple
teaching, and you did not seize me. 5¢But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.”
Then all the disciples left him and fled.

57Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders had gathered.
58 And Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest, and going inside he sat with the
guards to see the end. 5Now the chief priests and the whole Council were seeking false testimony against Jesus that
they might put him to death, ¢%but they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came
forward 6land said, “This man said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three days.’” ©2And the
high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify against you?” ¢3But Jesus
remained silent. And the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of
God.” #4Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the
right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 65Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has
uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy. ¢6What is your judgment?”



They answered, “He deserves death.” ¢7Then they spit in his face and struck him. And some slapped him, ®8saying,
“Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who is it that struck you?”

®Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and said, “You also were with
Jesus the Galilean.” 79But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know what you mean.” 71And when he went
out to the entrance, another servant girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of
Nazareth.” 72And again he denied it with an oath: “I do not know the man.” 73After a little while the bystanders came
up and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are one of them, for your accent betrays you.” 74Then he began to invoke a
curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know the man.” And immediately the rooster crowed. 7SAnd Peter remembered
the saying of Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.

(P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

A candle is extinguished.

Special Music
“The Time Has Come”
Adult Choir

Fred Hardin, solo

Reading Matthew 27:1-31

I'When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death.
2And they bound him and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate the governor.

3Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he changed his mind and brought back the thirty
pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, 4saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” They said,
“What is that to us? See to it yourself.” SAnd throwing down the pieces of silver into the temple, he departed, and he
went and hanged himself. ¢But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the
treasury, since it is blood money.” 7So they took counsel and bought with them the potter’s field as a burial place for
strangers. 8Therefore that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. “Then was fulfilled what had been spoken
by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him on whom a price had been
set by some of the sons of Israel, 1%and they gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord directed me.”

IINow Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said,
“You have said so.” 12But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he gave no answer. 13Then Pilate said to
him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against you?” 4But he gave him no answer, not even to a single
charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.

I5Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. 16And
they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you
want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” !8For he knew that it was out of envy that they
had delivered him up. 9Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to
do with that righteous man, for [ have suffered much because of him today in a dream.” 20Now the chief priests and the
elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21 The governor again said to them, “Which of the
two do you want me to release for you?”” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with
Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” 23And he said, “Why, what evil has he done?” But
they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”

24So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water and washed his
hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25And all the people
answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus,
delivered him to be crucified.

27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole
battalion before him. 28And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 2%and twisting together a crown of thorns,
they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King
of the Jews!” 30And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 3!And when they had mocked him,
they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him.

(P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

A candle is extinguished.

450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded
1 O sacred Head, now wounded,
With grief and shame weighed down,
Now scornfully surrounded



Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091-1153; German version, Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740

Reading

With thorns, Thine only crown.
O sacred Head, what glory,

What bliss, till now was Thine!
Yet, though despised and gory,

I joy to call Thee mine.

How pale Thou art with anguish,
With sore abuse and scorn!
How doth Thy face now languish
That once was bright as morn!
Grim death, with cruel rigor,
Hath robbed Thee of Thy life;
Thus Thou hast lost Thy vigor,
Thy strength, in this sad strife.

What Thou, my Lord, hast suffered
Was all for sinners’ gain;

Mine, mine was the transgression,
But Thine the deadly pain.

Lo, here I fall, my Savior!
"Tis I deserve Thy place;

Look on me with Thy favor,
And grant to me Thy grace.

My Shepherd, now receive me;
My Guardian, own me Thine.
Great blessings Thou didst give me,
O Source of gifts divine.
Thy lips have often fed me
With words of truth and love;
Thy Spirit oft hath led me
To heav’nly joys above.

What language shall I borrow
To thank Thee, dearest Friend,
For this Thy dying sorrow,
Thy pity without end?
O make me Thine forever!
And should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never,
Outlive my love for Thee.

My Savior, be Thou near me
When death is at my door;
Then let Thy presence cheer me,
Forsake me nevermore!
When soul and body languish,
O leave me not alone,
But take away mine anguish
By virtue of Thine own!

Be Thou my consolation,
My shield, when I must die;
Remind me of Thy passion
When my last hour draws nigh.
Mine eyes shall then behold Thee,
Upon Thy cross shall dwell,
My heart by faith enfold Thee.
Who dieth thus dies well.

Matthew 27:32—-66

32As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry his cross. 33And

when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34they offered him wine to drink, mixed



with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 33And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments
among them by casting lots. 36Then they sat down and kept watch over him there. 37And over his head they put the
charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 33Then two robbers were crucified with him, one
on the right and one on the left. 3And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 4%and saying, ““You who
would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the
cross.” 41So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, 42“He saved others; he cannot save
himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43He trusts in
God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.”” 44And the robbers who were
crucified with him also reviled him in the same way.

45Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 4And about the ninth hour Jesus
cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?” 47And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” 4And one of them at once ran and
took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. 4°But the others said, “Wait, let
us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 5°And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.

51And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were
split. 52The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, 53and coming
out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. 54When the centurion and
those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe
and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”

55There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering
to him, S6among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joseph and the mother of the sons of
Zebedee.

57When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus. 58He
went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 9And Joseph took the body
and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud %and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a
great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. 6!Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting
opposite the tomb.

62Next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63and said,
“Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise.” 4Therefore order the
tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has risen
from the dead,” and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” ¢5Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go,
make it as secure as you can.” 66So they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard.

(P] O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.
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1 We have an advocate with the Fa-ther; Jesus is the propitiation for our sins.
2 Blessed is he whose

transgression is for - giv-en and whose sin is put a- way.

3 We have an advocate with the Fa-ther; Jesus is the propitiation for our sins.
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He was delivered up to death; He was delivered

for the sins of the peo-ple.

A candle is extinguished.

448 O Darkest Woe
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20 sor - row dread! Our God is dead, Up -
30 child of woe: Who struck the blow That
4 Thy Bride - groom dead! God’s Lamb  has bled Up -
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earth so sad a won - der? God the Fa - ther’s
on the cross ex - tend - ed. There His love en -
killed our gra - cious Mas - ter? “It was L” thy
on thy sin for - ev - er Pour - ing out His
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on - ly Son Now is bur - ied yon - der.
liv - ened us As His life was end - ed
con - science cries, “I have wrought dis - as - ter!”
sin - less self In this vast en - deav - or

5  Such innocence!
His countenance
A fount of faith undying!
Worlds on worlds cannot contain
Grief at Him here lying.

6 O Virgin’s Son,
What Thou hast won
Is far beyond all telling:
How our God, detested, died,
Hell and devil felling.

7 O Jesus Christ,
Who sacrificed
Thy life for lifeless mortals:
Be my life in death and bring

9
Me to heaven’s portals!
Text (st. 1): Friedrich von Spee, 1591-1635; (st. 1): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; (sts. 2-7): Johann Rist, 1607-67; (sts. 2-7): tr. Joseph Herl, 1959
Tune: Himmlische Harmony, 1628, Mainz
Text (sts. 2-7): © Joseph Herl. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740
Text (st. 1) and tune: Public domain

Sermon
455 The Royal Banners Forward Go
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1 The roy - al ban - ners for - ward go;
2 Where deep for us the spear was dyed,
3 Ful - filled is all that Da - vid  told
4 On whose hard  arms, so wide - ly flung,
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The cross shows forth re - demp - tion’s flow, Where He, by
Life’s tor - rent rush - ing from His side, To wash us
In sure pro-phet - ic song of old, That God the
The weight of this world’s ran - som hung, The price of
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whom our flesh was made, Our ran - som
in the pre - cious flood Where flowed the
na - tions’ king should be And reign in

hu - man - kind to pay And spoil the
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in His flesh has paid:
wa - ter and the blood.
tri - umph from the tree,
spoil - er of his prey.

5 O tree of beauty, tree most fair,
Ordained those holy limbs to bear:
Gone is thy shame, each crimsoned bough
Proclaims the King of Glory now.

/A 6  To Thee, eternal Three in One,
Let homage meet by all be done;
As by the cross Thou dost restore,
So guide and keep us evermore.

Amen.

Text: Venantius Honorius Fortunatus, c. 530-609; (sts. 1-4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.; (sts. 5-6): tr. The Hymnal 1982
Tune: Paul D. Weber, 1949

Text: Public domain

Tune: © 2003 Paul D. Weber. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740

A candle is extinguished.

Prayers

(P) Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

(P) Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

(P] Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

(P) Let us pray.
Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and
delivered into the hands of sinful men to suffer death upon the cross. For it was You who willed that Your Son
should bear for us the pains of the cross and so remove from us the power of the adversary. Help us so to
remember and give thanks for our Lord’s passion that we may receive forgiveness of sin and redemption from
everlasting death; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.
A candle is extinguished.

The Strepitus



434 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy
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1 Lamb of God, pure and ho - 1ly, Who on the cross didst suf - fer,
2 Lamb of God, pure and ho - ly, Who on the cross didst suf - fer,
3 Lamb of God, pure and ho - ly, Who on the cross didst suf - fer,
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Ev-er pa-tient and low - ly, Thy-self to scorn didst of - fer.
Ev-er pa-tient and low - ly, Thy-self to scorn didst of - fer.
Ev-er pa-tient and low - ly, Thy-self to scorn didst of fer.
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All sins Thou bor-est for us, FElse had de-spair reigned o’er us:
All sins Thou bor-est for us, FElse had de-spair reigned o’er us:
All sins Thou bor-est for us, Else had de-spair reigned o’er us:
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Have mer-cy on us, O Je sus! (0] Je sus!
Have mer-cy on us, O Je sus! (0] Je sus!
Thy peace be with us, O Je sus! (0] Je sus!

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941

Text and tune: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485-after 1546

Text and tune: Public domain

All leave the church in silence.



