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594 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It



















Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. Robert E. Voelker, 1957 
Tune: Johann Caspar Bachofen, 1695–1755, alt. 
Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740 
Tune: Public domain


Baptism of Michael Christian Thompson


When candidates are unable to speak for themselves, the sponsors answer the questions on their behalf.


Stand


P	 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.




C	 Amen.


P	 Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” In the last chapter of Mark our Lord promises, “Whoever believes and is baptized 
will be saved.” And the apostle Peter has written, “Baptism now saves you.”

 

The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and are under the power of the devil until 
Christ claims us as His own. We would be lost forever unless delivered from sin, death, and everlasting 
condemnation. But the Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son Jesus Christ, who atoned for the sin of the 
whole world, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.


The pastor addresses each candidate:


P	 How are you named?

R	 [Name]


The pastor makes the sign of the holy cross upon the forehead and heart of each candidate while saying:


P	 [Name], receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your T forehead and upon your T heart to mark you as one 
redeemed by Christ the crucified.


P	 Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You condemned the unbelieving world through the 
flood, yet according to Your great mercy You preserved believing Noah and his family, eight souls in all. You 
drowned hard-hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the Red Sea, yet led Your people Israel through the water on dry 
ground, foreshadowing this washing of Your Holy Baptism. Through the Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, You sanctified and instituted all waters to be a blessed flood and a lavish washing 
away of sin.

 

We pray that You would behold [name(s)] according to Your boundless mercy and bless [him/her/them] with true 
faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this saving flood all sin in [him/her/them], which has been inherited from 
Adam and which [he himself / she herself / they themselves] [has/have] committed since, would be drowned and 
die. Grant that [he/she/they] be kept safe and secure in the holy ark of the Christian Church, being separated from 
the multitude of unbelievers and serving Your name at all times with a fervent spirit and a joyful hope, so that, 
with all believers in Your promise, [he/she/they] would be declared worthy of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.


C	 Amen.


P	 From ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing sponsors for baptismal candidates and 
catechumens. In the Evangelical Lutheran Church sponsors are to confess the faith expressed in the Apostles’ 
Creed and taught in the Small Catechism. They are, whenever possible, to witness the Baptism of those they 
sponsor. They are to pray for them, support them in their ongoing instruction and nurture in the Christian faith, and 
encourage them toward the faithful reception of the Lord’s Supper. They are at all times to be examples to them of 
the holy life of faith in Christ and love for the neighbor.


 

P	 Is it your intention to serve [name of candidate(s)] as sponsors in the Christian faith?

R	 Yes, with the help of God.

 

P	 God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and with His grace fulfill what we are unable 

to do.

C	 Amen.


P	 Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.

 

They brought young children to [Jesus] that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked those who brought 
them. But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and 
do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.” And He took them up in His arms, put His hands on 
them, and blessed them.


 

P	 This is the Word of the Lord.




C	 Thanks be to God.


The pastor places his hands on the head(s) of the candidate(s), and the congregation joins in praying:


Lord’s Prayer

C	 Our Father who art in heaven,


     hallowed be Thy name,

     Thy kingdom come,

     Thy will be done on earth

          as it is in heaven;

     give us this day our daily bread;

     and forgive us our trespasses

          as we forgive those

          who trespass against us;

     and lead us not into temptation,

     but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

     and the power and the glory

     forever and ever. Amen.


The pastor addresses the candidate(s) and asks the following questions:


P	 [Name(s)], do you renounce the devil?

R	 Yes, I renounce him.

P	 Do you renounce all his works?

R	 Yes, I renounce them.

P	 Do you renounce all his ways?

R	 Yes, I renounce them.


P	 Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth?

R	 Yes, I believe.

 

P	 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell; the third day He 
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead?


R	 Yes, I believe.

 

P	 Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting?

R	 Yes, I believe.

 

P	 [Name], do you desire to be baptized?

R	 Yes, I do.


The pastor pours water three times on the head of each candidate while saying:


P	 [Name], I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C	 Amen.


The pastor places his hands on the head of the newly baptized while saying:


P	 The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit 
and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting.


C	 Amen.


The pastor may place a white garment on the newly baptized while saying:




P	 Receive this white garment to show that you have been clothed with the robe of Christ’s righteousness that covers 
all your sin. So shall you stand without fear before the judgment seat of Christ to receive the inheritance prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world.


The pastor may light a baptismal candle from the paschal candle and give it to the newly baptized while saying:


P	 Receive this burning light to show that you have received Christ who is the Light of the world. Live always in the 
light of Christ, and be ever watchful for His coming, that you may meet Him with joy and enter with Him into the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which shall have no end.


The newly baptized may be welcomed with the following:


A	 In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you [a member / members] of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and [an 
heir / heirs] with us of all the treasures of heaven in the one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We receive you 
in Jesus’ name as our [brother(s)/sister(s)] in Christ, that together we might hear His Word, receive His gifts, and 
proclaim the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light.


C	 Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord.


Stand


P	 Let us pray.

Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise You that You graciously preserve and enlarge 
Your family and have granted [name(s)] the new birth in Holy Baptism and made [him/her/them] [a member / 
members] of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and [an heir / heirs] of Your heavenly kingdom. We humbly 
implore You that, as [he/she/they] [has/have] now become Your [child/children], You would keep [him/her/them] 
in [his/her/their] baptismal grace, that according to Your good pleasure [he/she/they] may faithfully grow to lead a 
godly life to the praise and honor of Your holy name and finally, with all Your saints, obtain the promised 
inheritance in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.


C	 Amen.


One or more of the following collects may also be prayed.


P	 Heavenly Father, You sent Your own Son into this world as the child of the virgin Mary. We thank You for the life 
of this child entrusted to our care. Help us remember that we are all Your children and so love and nurture [him/
her] that [he/she] may attain to the full stature intended for [him/her] in Your eternal kingdom, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.


C	 Amen.


P	 Merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You grant us the adoption as sons through Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
claim us as Your own from the kingdom of Satan, rescuing us from sin and everlasting condemnation. We give 
thanks to You that [name(s)] [has/have] been made Your own dear [child/children] in Holy Baptism and that 
[name of parents] have also adopted [him/her/them]. Grant Your blessing to these parents that, being strengthened 
in the grace of their own Baptism, they may faithfully nurture their [child/children] in the knowledge and love of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.


C	 Amen.


P	 Lord and Giver of life, look with kindness upon the father(s) and mother(s) of [this child / these children] and 
upon all our parents. Let them ever rejoice in the gift You have given them. Enable them to be teachers and 
examples of righteousness for their children. Strengthen them in their own Baptism that they may share eternally 
with their children the salvation You have given them; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.


C	 Amen.


P	 Almighty and everlasting God, since You govern and sanctify the whole Christian Church by Your Holy Spirit, 
hear our prayers for all her members, and mercifully grant that by Your grace we may serve You in true faith; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.


C	 Amen.


P	 Peace T be with you.

C	 Amen.


All return to their places.




Stand


Kyrie	 LSB 168







 







 










 










 










Gloria in Excelsis	 LSB 170



































Salutation and Collect of the Day







 

P	 Let us pray.




Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by Your grace confess in our life 
and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.


 





Sit


First Reading	 Acts 5:29–42

	 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 30The God of our fathers raised Jesus, 
whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give 
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom 
God has given to those who obey him.”

	 33When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, 
a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little while. 
35And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with these men. 36For before these days 
Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and 
all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the 
census and drew away some of the people after him. He too perished, and all who followed him were scattered. 38So in 
the present case I tell you, keep away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, 
it will fail; 39but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!” So 
they took his advice, 40and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in the 
name of Jesus, and let them go. 41Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to 
suffer dishonor for the name. 42And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and 
preaching Jesus as the Christ.

 

A	 This is the Word of the Lord.

C	 Thanks be to God.


Gradual	 adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6

Christ has risen  | from the dead.* 
	 [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and  | honor. 
He has given him dominion over the works  | of his hands;* 
	 he has put all things un- | der his feet.


Epistle	 1 Peter 1:3–9

	 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born 
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been 
grieved by various trials, 7so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it 
is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8Though you 
have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is 
inexpressible and filled with glory, 9obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

 

A	 This is the Word of the Lord.

C	 Thanks be to God.


Stand


Alleluia and Verse	 LSB 173










Holy Gospel	 John 20:19–31

P	 The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.

 




 

	 19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold 
forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”

	 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told 
him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my 
finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”

	 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see 
my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, 
“My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have believed.”

	 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31but these are 
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 
name.

 

P	 This is the Gospel of the Lord.

 




 


Sit


470 O Sons and Daughters of the King











5	 When Thomas first the tidings heard 
That they had seen the risen Lord, 



He doubted the disciples’ word. 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!


6	 “My piercèd side, O Thomas, see, 
And look upon My hands, My feet; 
Not faithless but believing be.” 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!


7	 No longer Thomas then denied; 
He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 
“You are my Lord and God!” he cried. 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!


8	 How blest are they who have not seen 
And yet whose faith has constant been, 
For they eternal life shall win. 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!


9	 On this most holy day of days 
Be laud and jubilee and praise: 
To God your hearts and voices raise. 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!


Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 
Text and tune: Public domain


Sermon


Stand


Nicene Creed

C	 I believe in one God,


     the Father Almighty,

     maker of heaven and earth

          and of all things visible and invisible.

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

     the only-begotten Son of God,

     begotten of His Father before all worlds,

     God of God, Light of Light,

     very God of very God,

     begotten, not made,

     being of one substance with the Father,

     by whom all things were made;

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

     and was made man;

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

     He suffered and was buried.

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

          and ascended into heaven

     and sits at the right hand of the Father.

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

     whose kingdom will have no end.

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

     the Lord and giver of life,

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,

     who spoke by the prophets.

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen.




Prayer of the Church


Sit


Offering


Stand


Offertory	 LSB 176




















Service of the Sacrament


Preface	 LSB 177







 









 








P	 It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:


Sanctus	 LSB 178

















Prayer of Thanksgiving	 LSB 178

P	 Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your 

only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us 
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To 
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.


C	 Amen.


Lord’s Prayer	 LSB 179

P	 Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C	 Our Father who art in heaven,


     hallowed be Thy name,

     Thy kingdom come,

     Thy will be done on earth

          as it is in heaven;




     give us this day our daily bread;

     and forgive us our trespasses

          as we forgive those

          who trespass against us;

     and lead us not into temptation,

     but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

     and the power and the glory

     forever and ever. Amen.


The Words of Our Lord

P	 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it 

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.”

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”


Pax Domini	 LSB 180








Agnus Dei	 LSB 180

















Sit




643 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing

























Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97, alt. 
Tune: Welsh 
Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740 
Tune: Public domain


462 All the Earth with Joy Is Sounding

1	 All the earth with joy is sounding: 

    Christ has risen from the dead! 
He, the greater Jonah, bounding 
    From the grave, His three-day bed, 
        Wins the prize: 
        Death’s demise— 
    Songs of triumph fill the skies.


2	 Christ, the devil’s might unwinding, 
    Leaves behind His borrowed tomb. 
Stronger He, the strong man binding, 
    Takes, disarms his house of doom; 
        In the rout 
        Casting out 
    Pow’rs of darkness, sin, and doubt.




3	 Jesus, author of salvation, 
    Shared in our humanity; 
Crowned with radiant exaltation, 
    Now He shares His victory! 
        From His face 
        Shines the grace 
    Meant for all our fallen race.


4	 Praise the Lord, His reign commences, 
    Reign of life and liberty— 
Paschal Lamb, for our offenses, 
    Slain and raised to set us free! 
        Evermore 
        Bow before 
    Christ, the Lord of Life adore!


Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Text: © 1995 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740


490 Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won













Text: Christian Fürchtegott Gellert, 1715–69; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain


480 He’s Risen, He’s Risen















Text: C. F. W. Walther, 1811–87, abr.; tr. Anna M. Meyer, 1867–1941, alt. 
Tune: C. F. W. Walther, 1811–87 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740 
Tune: Public domain


Stand


Thank the Lord	 LSB 181

















Post-Communion Collect

A	 Let us pray.


We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.







Benediction	 LSB 183




 




 


472 These Things Did Thomas Count as Real










Text: Thomas H. Troeger, 1945–2022 
Tune: Stephen R. Johnson, 1966 
Text: © 1984 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740 
Tune: © 2003 Stephen R. Johnson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740
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