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Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 26, 2026
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“| Am the Good Shel:)hercl”
John 10:1-10



464 The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done
Au Refrain
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Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia!
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1 The strife is o’er, the bat - tle done;
2 The pow’rs of death have  done their ~ worst,
3 The three sad days have quick - ly sped,
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Now 1S the vic -  tor’s tri - umph  won;
But  Christ their le - gions hath dis - persed.
He ris - es glo - rious from the dead.

A The Refrain is repeated after st. 5.
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Now be the song of praise be - gun. Al-le - lu - ia!
Let shouts of ho - ly joy out - burst. Al-le - lu - ia!
All  glo - ry to our ris - en Head! Al-le - lu - ia!

4 He broke the age-bound chains of hell;
The bars from heav’n’s high portals fell.
Let hymns of praise His triumph tell.
Alleluia!

5  Lord, by the stripes which wounded Thee,
From death’s dread sting Thy servants free
That we may live and sing to Thee.

Alleluia! Refrain

Text: Symphonia Sirenum Selectarum, 1695, KolIn; tr. Francis Pott, 1832-1909, alt.
Tune: Giovanni P. da Palestrina, c. 1525-1594, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P) In the name of the Father and of the ~I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
(P] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all

unrighteousness.
Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and for self-examination.

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.



(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the

Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 95:1-3, 6-7a, antiphon: John 10:14, 15b

I am the good | shepherd.*
I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life | for the sheep.
Oh come, let us sing | to the LORD;*
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our sal- | vation!
Let us come into his presence with thanks- | giving;*
let us make a joyful noise to him with | songs of praise!
For the LORD is a | great God,*
and a great King a- | bove all gods.
Oh come, let us worship and | bow down;*
let us kneel before the LORD, our | Maker!
For he | is our God,*
and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep | of his hand.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
I am the good | shepherd.*
I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life | for the sheep.

Kyrie LSB 168
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia
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Wor - thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le -
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God and the Lamb for - ev-er. A - men.
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Al - le - lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia

Salutation and Collect of the Day

Sit
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(P) The Lord be with you.

And al - so with you.

(P} Letus pray.

Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your
Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow
where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.

First Reading
42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43And
awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44And all who believed
were together and had all things in common. 45And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing
the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes,

Acts 2:42-47



they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having favor with all the people. And the
Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual adapt. from Matthew 28:7, Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6

Christ has risen | from the dead.*
[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and | honor.
He has given him dominion over the works | of his hands;*
he has put all things un- | der his feet.

Epistle I Peter 2:19-25
19This is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20For what credit is it

if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a
gracious thing in the sight of God. 2!For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you
an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth.
2When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting
himself to him who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 173
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord,  to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel John 10:1-10

(P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

I[Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another
way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3To him the
gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has
brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. SA stranger they will
not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” ¢This figure of speech Jesus used
with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

7So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8All who came before me are
thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. °I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and
will go in and out and find pasture. 19The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life
and have it abundantly.”

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is
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1 The King of love my shep - herd is,  Whose good - ness
2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, My ran - somed
3 Per - verse and fool - ish oft I strayed, But yet in
4 In death’s dark vale I fear no ill With Thee, dear
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fail - eth nev - er; I noth - ing lack if
soul He lead - eth And, where the ver - dant
love He  sought me  And on His shoul - der
Lord, be - side me, Thy rod and  staff my
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I am His And He is mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, With food ce - les - tial feed - eth
gent - ly laid And home re - joic - ing brought me.
com - fort still, Thy cross be - fore to guide me.
5  Thou spreadst a table in my sight;

Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise

Within Thy house forever!
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-77
Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;



and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I~ of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Sit

Offering

Stand

Offertory
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What shall I ren - der to the Lord forall His ben - e-fits to

me? I will of-fer the sac-ri - fice of thanks - giv-ing  and will
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va-tion andwill call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my
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vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.

Service of the Sacrament

LSB 176



Preface LSB 177
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P The Lord be  with you.

And al-so  with you.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 178
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pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of Your
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Bless - ed is He who comes in the name
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of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.



Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 179
(P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:

“Drink of'it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 180
H &
[ " |
ol o f
D))

(P]  The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Agnus Dei LSB 180
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world;
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sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Sit
641 You Satisfy the Hungry Heart
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You sat-is-fy the hun-gry heart With  gift of fin-est wheat.
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Come give to us, O sav-ing Lord, The bread of life to eat.
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1 As when the shep - herd calls his sheep, They know and
2 With joy - ful lips we sing to You Our praise and
31Is not the cup we bless and share The  blood of
4 The mys-try of Your pres-ence, Lord, No mor - tal
5 You give Your - self to us, O Lord; Then self - less
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heed his voice; So when You call Your
grat - 1 - tude That You should count us
Christ out - poured? Do not one  cup, one

tongue can tell: Whom all the world can -

let us be, To serve each oth - er

Au . Refrain
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fam - ’ly, Lord, We fol - low and re - joice.

wor - thy, Lord, To share this heav’n - ly food.

loaf, de - clare Our one - ness in the Lord?

not con - tain Comes in our hearts to  dwell.

in  Your name In truth and char - 1 - ty.

Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916-97
Tune: Robert E. Kreutz, 1922-96
Text and tune: © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, admin. International Liturgy Publications. Used by permission

467 Awake, My Heart, with Gladness

: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740
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1 A - wake, my heart, with glad - ness, See what to - day is done;
2 The foe in tri-umph shout - ed When Christ lay in the tomb;
3 This is a sight that glad - dens—What peace it doth  im-part!
4 Now hell, its prince,the dev - i, Of all their pow’r are shorn;
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Now, af - ter gloom and sad - ness, Comes forth the glo - rious sun.
But loo he now is rout - ed, His boast is turned to gloom.
Now noth-ing ev - er sad - dens The joy  with-in my heart.
Now I am safe from e - vil, And sin I laugh to scorn.
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My Sav - ior there was laid Where our bed must be made
For Christ a - gain is free; In glo - rious vic - to - ry

No gloom shall ev - er shake, No foe shall ev - er take
Grim death with all its might Can - not my soul af - fright;

When to the realms of light Our spir - it wings its flight.
He who is strong to save Has tri - umphed o’er the grave.
The hope which God’s own Son In love for me has won.
It is a  pow’r - less form, How - e’er it rave and storm.

5 The world against me rages,

Its fury I disdain;

Though bitter war it wages,
Its work is all in vain.

My heart from care is free,

No trouble troubles me.
Misfortune now is play,
And night is bright as day.

6  Now I will cling forever

To Christ, my Savior true;

My Lord will leave me never,
Whate’er He passes through.

He rends death’s iron chain;

He breaks through sin and pain;
He shatters hell’s grim thrall;
I follow Him through all.

7  He brings me to the portal
That leads to bliss untold,
Whereon this rhyme immortal
Is found in script of gold:
“Who there My cross has shared
Finds here a crown prepared;
Who there with Me has died
Shall here be glorified.”

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. John Kelly, 1833-90, alt.
Tune: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
Text and tune: Public domain

Special Music

“I am Jesus’ Little Lamb”
Children’s Choir

477 Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven
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1 Al -1e - lu-ia, al - le-1lu-ia! Hearts to heav’n and voic - es raise:
2 Al - le - lu - ia, Christ is ris-en! Death at last has met de-feat:
3Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-Ilu-ia! Glo - ry be to God on high:
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Sing to God a hymn of glad-ness, Sing to God a hymn of praise;
See the an-cient pow’rs of e - vil In con - fu - sion and re-treat;
Al -le-lu-ia to the Sav-ior Who has gained the vic - to - ry;
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He who on the cross a vic-tim For the world’s sal - va-tion bled—

Once He died, and once was bur-ied: Now He lives for -ev - er - more,
Al - le -lu-ia to the Spir-it, Fount of love and sanc-ti - ty!
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Je-sus Christ,the King of Glo - ry, Now is ris - en from the dead.
Je-sus Christ, the world’s Re-deem - er, Whom we wor-ship and a - dore.
Al-le - lu-ia, al - le-lu - ia To the tri - une Maj - es - ty!

Text (sts. 1, 3): Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-85; (st. 2): rev. The Jubilate Group

Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796-1867

Text (st. 2): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740
Text (sts. 1, 3) and tune: Public domain
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Thank the Lord
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

LSB 181

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.
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Benediction LSB 183

(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
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486 If Christ Had Not Been Raised from Death
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1 If Christ had not been raised from death Our faith would be in vain,
2 If Christ still lay with - in  the tomb Then death would be the end,
3 If Christ had not been tru - ly raised His Church would live a lie;
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Our preach-ing but a waste of breath, Our sin and guilt re- main.
And we should face our fi- nal doom With nei- ther guide nor friend.
His name should nev - er-more be praised, His words de-serve to die.
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But now the Lord is ris’n in - deed; He rules in earth and heav’'n:
But now the Sav-ior is raised up, So when a Chris-tian dies
But now our great Re-deem-er lives; Through Him we are re - stored;
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His Gos - pel meets a world of need— In Christ we are for - giv’'n.
We mourn, yet look to God in hope— In Christ the saints a - rise!
His Word en-dures, His Church re - vives In Christ, our ris - en Lord.
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