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The Birth of John the Baptist &

Zechariah’s Prophecy


Luke 1:57-80 



518 By All Your Saints in Warfare	 sts. 1, 18, 3



















Text: Horatio Bolton Nelson, 1823–1913, alt. 
Tune: English; coll. and arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: Public domain


Confession and Absolution

Stand


The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.


P	 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C	 Amen.


P	 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

C	 But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.


Kneel/Stand


Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.


P	 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C	 Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 



with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.


P	 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.


C	 Amen.


Stand


Service of the Word


Introit	 Luke 1:68, 76–79; antiphon: Malachi 3:1

Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way be- | fore me.* 
	 And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his | temple. 
Blessèd be the Lord God of | Israel,* 
	 for he has visited and redeemed his | people. 
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the | Most High;* 
	 for you will go before the Lord to pre- | pare his ways, 
to give knowledge of salvation to his | people* 
	 in the forgiveness | of their sins, 
because of the tender mercy | of our God,* 
	 whereby the sunrise shall visit us | from on high 
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shad- | ow of death,* 
	 to guide our feet into the | way of peace. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
	 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
	 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way be- | fore me.* 
	 And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his | temple.


Kyrie	 LSB 168







 







 












 










 








This Is the Feast	 LSB 171











































Salutation and Collect of the Day







 

P	 Let us pray.


Almighty God, through John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, You once proclaimed salvation. Now grant that 
we may know this salvation and serve You in holiness and righteousness all the days of our life; through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.


 





Sit




Old Testament Reading	 Isaiah 40:1–5

1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
	 and cry to her 
that her warfare is ended, 
	 that her iniquity is pardoned, 
that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
	 double for all her sins. 
3A voice cries: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 
	 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4Every valley shall be lifted up, 
	 and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
	 and the rough places a plain. 
5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
	 and all flesh shall see it together, 
	 for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”


 

A	 This is the Word of the Lord.

C	 Thanks be to God.


Gradual	 Jeremiah 1:5, 9b

Before I formed you in the womb I | knew you,* 
	 and before you were born I conse- | crated you; 
I appointed you a prophet to the | nations.* 
	 Behold, I have put my words | in your mouth.


Second Reading	 Acts 13:13–26

	 13Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia. And John left them and 
returned to Jerusalem, 14but they went on from Perga and came to Antioch in Pisidia. And on the Sabbath day they went 
into the synagogue and sat down. 15After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent a 
message to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have any word of exhortation for the people, say it.” 16So Paul stood up, and 
motioning with his hand said:

	 “Men of Israel and you who fear God, listen. 17The God of this people Israel chose our fathers and made the people 
great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out of it. 18And for about forty years he 
put up with them in the wilderness. 19And after destroying seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them their land 
as an inheritance. 20All this took about 450 years. And after that he gave them judges until Samuel the prophet. 21Then 
they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 22And 
when he had removed him, he raised up David to be their king, of whom he testified and said, ‘I have found in David 
the son of Jesse a man after my heart, who will do all my will.’ 23Of this man’s offspring God has brought to Israel a 
Savior, Jesus, as he promised. 24Before his coming, John had proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of 
Israel. 25And as John was finishing his course, he said, ‘What do you suppose that I am? I am not he. No, but behold, 
after me one is coming, the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to untie.’

	 26“Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who fear God, to us has been sent the message of 
this salvation.”

 

A	 This is the Word of the Lord.

C	 Thanks be to God.


Stand


Alleluia and Verse	 LSB 173










Holy Gospel	 Luke 1:57–80

P	 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.

 




 

	 57Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58And her neighbors and relatives heard that the 
Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 59And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the 
child. And they would have called him Zechariah after his father, 60but his mother answered, “No; he shall be called 
John.” 61And they said to her, “None of your relatives is called by this name.” 62And they made signs to his father, 
inquiring what he wanted him to be called. 63And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And they 
all wondered. 64And immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God. 65And fear 
came on all their neighbors. And all these things were talked about through all the hill country of Judea, 66and all who 
heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, “What then will this child be?” For the hand of the Lord was with him.

	 67And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying,


68“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
	 for he has visited and redeemed his people 
69and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
	 in the house of his servant David, 
70as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71that we should be saved from our enemies 
	 and from the hand of all who hate us; 
72to show the mercy promised to our fathers 
	 and to remember his holy covenant, 
73the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 
	 74that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, 
	 75in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
	 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
	 in the forgiveness of their sins, 
78because of the tender mercy of our God, 
	 whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 
79to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
	 to guide our feet into the way of peace.”


80And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day of his public appearance to 
Israel.

 

P	 This is the Gospel of the Lord.

 




 


Sit


385 From East to West












Text: Coelius Sedulius, 5th cent.; tr. John Ellerton, 1826–93, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche lieder, 1539, Leipzig, ed. Valten Schumann 
Text and tune: Public domain


Sermon


Stand


Nicene Creed

C	 I believe in one God,


     the Father Almighty,

     maker of heaven and earth

          and of all things visible and invisible.

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

     the only-begotten Son of God,

     begotten of His Father before all worlds,

     God of God, Light of Light,

     very God of very God,

     begotten, not made,

     being of one substance with the Father,

     by whom all things were made;

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

     and was made man;

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

     He suffered and was buried.

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

          and ascended into heaven

     and sits at the right hand of the Father.

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

     whose kingdom will have no end.

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

     the Lord and giver of life,

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,

     who spoke by the prophets.

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen.


Prayer of the Church


Sit


Offering




Stand


Offertory	 LSB 176




















Service of the Sacrament


Preface	 LSB 177







 







 










P	 It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:


Sanctus	 LSB 178

















Prayer of Thanksgiving	 LSB 178

P	 Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your 

only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us 
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To 
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.


C	 Amen.


Lord’s Prayer	 LSB 179

P	 Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C	 Our Father who art in heaven,


     hallowed be Thy name,

     Thy kingdom come,

     Thy will be done on earth

          as it is in heaven;

     give us this day our daily bread;

     and forgive us our trespasses

          as we forgive those

          who trespass against us;

     and lead us not into temptation,

     but deliver us from evil.




For Thine is the kingdom

     and the power and the glory

     forever and ever. Amen.


The Words of Our Lord

P	 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it 

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.”

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”


Pax Domini	 LSB 180








Agnus Dei	 LSB 180

















Sit


Distribution


619 Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior















Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740 
Tune: Public domain


936 Sing Praise to the God of Israel













Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Christoph E. F. Weyse, 1774–1842 
Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740 
Tune: Public domain




549 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name











5	 Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget 
    The wormwood and the gall, 
Go, spread your trophies at His feet 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
Go, spread your trophies at His feet 
    And crown Him Lord of all.


6	 Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, 
    On this terrestrial ball 
To Him all majesty ascribe 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
To Him all majesty ascribe 
    And crown Him Lord of all.


7	 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng 
    We at His feet may fall! 
We’ll join the everlasting song 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
We’ll join the everlasting song 
    And crown Him Lord of all.


Text (sts. 1–5): Edward Perronet, 1726–92, alt.; (sts. 6–7): A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt. 
Tune: Oliver Holden, 1765–1844 
Text and tune: Public domain


344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry












Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. composite 
Tune: adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571–1621 
Text and tune: Public domain


Stand


Thank the Lord	 LSB 181

















Post-Communion Collect

A	 Let us pray.


We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.





Benediction	 LSB 183




 




 




347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People
















Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain
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