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Re - flect - ed from Your throne
Un - til the per - fect day
And praise to God a - lone.

Text: Horatio Bolton Nelson, 1823-1913, alt.
Tune: English; coll. and arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958

Text: Public domain
Tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P] In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

®E

unrighteousness.

Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all

sts. 1,18, 3



with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the

Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word

Introit Luke 1:68, 76-79; antiphon: Malachi 3:1

Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way be- | fore me.*
And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his | temple.
Blessed be the Lord God of | Israel,*
for he has visited and redeemed his | people.
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the | Most High;*
for you will go before the Lord to pre- | pare his ways,
to give knowledge of salvation to his | people*
in the forgiveness | of their sins,
because of the tender mercy | of our God,*
whereby the sunrise shall visit us | from on high
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shad- | ow of death,*
to guide our feet into the | way of peace.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way be- | fore me.*
And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his | temple.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are His.
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(P) The Lord be with you.

And al - so with you.

(P Let us pray.
Almighty God, through John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, You once proclaimed salvation. Now grant that
we may know this salvation and serve You in holiness and righteousness all the days of our life; through our Lord
Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit



Old Testament Reading

1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.
3A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Before I formed you in the womb I | knew you,*
and before you were born I conse- | crated you;

I appointed you a prophet to the | nations.*
Behold, I have put my words | in your mouth.

Second Reading

Isaiah 40:1-5

Jeremiah 1:5, 9b

Acts 13:13-26

13Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia. And John left them and
returned to Jerusalem, 4but they went on from Perga and came to Antioch in Pisidia. And on the Sabbath day they went
into the synagogue and sat down. 5After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent a
message to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have any word of exhortation for the people, say it.” 16So Paul stood up, and

motioning with his hand said:

“Men of Israel and you who fear God, listen. 7The God of this people Israel chose our fathers and made the people
great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out of it. 183And for about forty years he
put up with them in the wilderness. 1°And after destroying seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them their land
as an inheritance. 20All this took about 450 years. And after that he gave them judges until Samuel the prophet. 21'Then
they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 22And
when he had removed him, he raised up David to be their king, of whom he testified and said, ‘I have found in David
the son of Jesse a man after my heart, who will do all my will.” 20f this man’s offspring God has brought to Israel a
Savior, Jesus, as he promised. 24Before his coming, John had proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of
Israel. 22And as John was finishing his course, he said, “What do you suppose that [ am? I am not he. No, but behold,

after me one is coming, the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to untie.’

26“Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who fear God, to us has been sent the message of

this salvation.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
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Holy Gospel Luke 1:57-80

Sit

385 Frorr;j East to West

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

57Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58And her neighbors and relatives heard that the
Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 5And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the
child. And they would have called him Zechariah after his father, 60but his mother answered, “No; he shall be called
John.” 61 And they said to her, “None of your relatives is called by this name.” ©2And they made signs to his father,
inquiring what he wanted him to be called. ©3And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And they
all wondered. #4And immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God. ¢SAnd fear
came on all their neighbors. And all these things were talked about through all the hill country of Judea, %and all who
heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, “What then will this child be?” For the hand of the Lord was with him.

67And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying,

68“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has visited and redeemed his people
69and has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David,
70as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
71that we should be saved from our enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us;
72to show the mercy promised to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant,
73the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us
74that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,
might serve him without fear,
75in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
77to give knowledge of salvation to his people
in the forgiveness of their sins,
78because of the tender mercy of our God,
whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

80And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day of his public appearance to
Israel.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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1 From east to west, from shore to shore Let ev - 'ry
2 Be - hold, the world’s cre - a - tor wears The form and
3 For this how won - drous - ly He wrought! A maid - en,

4 And while the an - gels in the sky Sang praise a -
A5 Al glo - ry for this bless - ed momm To God the
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heart a - wake and sing The ho - 1y child whom
fash - ion  of a  slave; Our ver - y flesh our
in her low - ly place, Be - came, in ways be
bove the si - lent field, To shep - herds poor the
Fa - ther ev - er be; All  praise to You, (0]
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Mar - y bore, The Christ, the ev - er - last - ing king.

mak - er shares, His fall - en crea - tures all to

yond all thought, The <cho - sen ves - sel of  His grace.
Lord Most High, The one great Shep - herd, was re-vealed.

save.

Vir - gin - born, And Ho - ly Ghost e - ter - nal - ly.

Text: Coelius Sedulius, 5th cent.; tr. John Ellerton, 1826-93, alt.
Tune: Geistliche lieder, 1539, Leipzig, ed. Valten Schumann
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon
Stand

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I~ of the world to come. Amen.
Prayer of the Church
Sit

Offering



Stand

Offertory
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vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the

courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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P The Lord be  with you.

And al-so with you.

Hutt

(D’ AR _ Il H
S— \/

(P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 178
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of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178

(P] Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 179
(P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

Pax Domini

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
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(P]  The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world;
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Sit
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619 Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior
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1 Thy bod - y, giv'in for me, O Sav - ior, Thy blood which
2 With Thee, Lord, I am now u - nit - ed; 1 live in
3 Who can con-demn me now? For sure - ly The Lord is
4 Though death may threat-en with dis - as - ter, It can - not
5 My heart has now be - come Thy dwell-ing, O bless - ed,
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Thou for me didst shed, These are my life and
Thee and Thou in  me. No sor - row fills my
nigh, who jus - ti - fies. No hell I fear, and
rob me of my cheer; For He who is of
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strength for - ev - er, By them my hun-gry soul is fed.
soul, de - light-ed It finds its on - ly joy in Thee.
thus se - cure - ly With Je -sus I to heav-en rise.
death the mas - ter With aid and com-fort e’er is near.
prais - es tell - ing, Shall live in joy e - ter - nal-ly.
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Lord, may Thy bod-y and Thy blood Be for my soul the high-estgood!
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677-1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr.
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740
Tune: Public domain

936 Sing ,I;raise to the God of Israel
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1 Sing praise to the God of Is - ra - ell Sing praise for His
2 God spoke by the proph-ets long a - go, His prom -ise on
3 You, child, will go on be - fore the Lord As proph-et, His
4 O  bright, ris - ing Sun, now shine on us In need of il -
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vis - 1 - ta - tionl Re - deem-ing His peo - ple from their sin,
oath re-call - ing— To A - bra-ham made in for - mer years:
way pre-par - ing; To speak on be - half of God Most High,
Iu - mi-na - tion; Come scat - ter the shades of sin and death
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Ac - com - plish-ing their sal - va - tion, Up - rais - ing a
Of van - quish-ing foes ap - pall - ing, That those He de-
His coun - sel of truth de - clar - ing: Rich mer - cy and
And shat - ter their dom - i - na - tion. Be guid - ing our
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might-y horn with - in  The house of His ser - vant Da - vid!
liv - ered from their fears Might glad -1y and tru - ly serve Him.
grace for all where-by In - iq - ui-ty is for - giv - en.

foot - steps on the path Of peace, in Your pres-ence dawn - ing!

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955

Tune: Christoph E. F. Weyse, 1774-1842

Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740
Tune: Public domain



1 All hail the pow’r of Je - sus’ name! Let an - gels pros-trate fall;
2 Crown Him, ye mar-tyrs of our God, Who from His al - tar call;
3 Ye seed of Is-rael’s cho-sen race, Ye ran - somed from the fall,
4 Hail Him, ye heirs of Da-vid’s line, Whom Da - vid Lord did call,
0
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Bring forth the roy -al di - a - dem And crown Him Lord of  all.
Ex - tol the stem of Jes-se’s rod And crown Him Lord of  all
Hail Him who saves you by His grace And crown Him Lord of  all
The God in - car-nate, man di - vine, And crown Him Lord of  all.
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Bring forth the roy -al di - a - dem And crown Him Lord of all.
Ex - tol the stem of Jes-se’s rod And crown Him Lord of all.
Hail Him who saves you by His grace And crown Him Lord of all.
The God in - car-nate, man di - vine, And crown Him Lord of all.

5 Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget
The wormwood and the gall,
Go, spread your trophies at His feet
And crown Him Lord of all.
Go, spread your trophies at His feet
And crown Him Lord of all.

6 Letev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe,
On this terrestrial ball
To Him all majesty ascribe
And crown Him Lord of all.
To Him all majesty ascribe
And crown Him Lord of all.

7  Oh, that with yonder sacred throng
We at His feet may fall!
We’ll join the everlasting song
And crown Him Lord of all.
We’ll join the everlasting song

And crown Him Lord of all.

Text (sts. 1-5): Edward Perronet, 1726-92, alt.; (sts. 6-7): A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt.
Tune: Oliver Holden, 1765-1844
Text and tune: Public domain

344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
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1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist’s cry An - nounc - es

2 Then cleansed be ev - ’ry life from sin; Make straight the

3 We hail Thee as our Sav - ior, Lord, Our ref - uge

4 Lay on the sick Thy heal - ing hand And make the

A5 All  praise, e - ter - nal Son, to Thee Whose ad - vent
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that the Lord is  nigh; A - wake and hear - Ken,

way for God with - in, And let us all our

and our great re - ward;  With - out Thy grace we

fall - en strong to stand; Show us the glo - ry

sets Thy peo - ple free, Whom with the Fa - ther



Stand

Thank the Lord
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for he brings Glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare For Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way Like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
of Thy face Till beau - ty springs in ev - ’ry place.
we a-dore And Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er- more.
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Tune: adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
Text and tune: Public domain
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what
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He has done. Let ev - ’ry-one who seeks the Lord re -
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joice and proud - ly bear His name. He re-calls His prom-is-
h o A y | \ |
[’ A ! | INT I N\ | | | | ]
[ I N | Nl | | [ I. |
es and leads His peo - ple forth in joy with shouts of thanks -
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
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We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.
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Benediction
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(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
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men.
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347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People
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1 “Com - fort, com - fort ye My peo - ple, Speak ye peace,” thus
2 Yea, her sins our God will par - don, Blot - ting out each
3 Hark, the her - ald’s voice is cry - ing In the des - ert

4 Make vye straight what long was crook - ed; Make the rough - er
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Do
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saith our God; “Com-fort those who sit in dark-ness, Mourn-ing
dark mis-deed; All that well de-served His an - ger He no
far and near, Call - ing sin - ners to re - pen-tance, Since the
plac - es plain. Let your hearts be true and hum -ble, As be -
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‘neath their sor - rows’ load. Speak ye to Je - ru - sa-lem
more  will see or heed. She hath suf-fered man-ya day,
King - dom now is here. O that warn - ing cry o - bey!
fits His ho - ly reign. For the glo - ry of the Lord
2 e | e e —]
EGES — ==F e—F= [ *
Oof the peace that waits for them; Tell her that her
Now  her griefs have passed a - way; God  will change her
Now  pre - pare for God a way; Let the  val - leys
Now o’er earth is shed a-broad, And all flesh shall
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sins I cov - er And her war - fare now is o - ver”
pin - ing sad -ness In - to ev - er-spring-ing glad - ness.

rise to meet Him And the hills bow down to greet Him.

see the to - ken That His Word is nev - er bro - ken.

Text: Johann Olearius, 1611-84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain
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